
 

The Venerable Losang Samten’s Sand Mandala at our IFPE Conference 

Mandala (मण्डल) is Sanskrit for ‘circle.’ As 
circular representations of spiritual truths, and 
positing a microcosm of the universe from an 
enlightened perspective, mandala are intended to 
designate a sacred space to help us reflect on the 
transient nature of life, and to impart peace and 
healing to all beings. 

IFPE is honored to announce that the The 
Venerable Lama Losang Samten, sent to the West 
by the Dalai Lama to create sand mandalas as a 
cultural offering, be in our conference space 
creating a traditional sand mandala. There are 
many mandalas, and Losang has chosen to create 
the “Kalachakra” mandala, referred to as "The 
Wheel of Time," to represent our conference 

theme of Transience and Permanence. 

Lama Losang will be creating the mandala throughout the conference, in full view for all to see 
and watch his progress. Once completed, we are all invited to participate in the dismantling 
ceremony and join in sweeping away this work of beauty with our own hands -- a profound 
affirmation of the impermanence of all things. Each conference attendee is invited to take a 
small amount of the sand to pour into the nearby Delaware River adjacent to our hotel or to 
carry home and pour into a body of water near your own homes. 

In the age old tradition of the Namgyal Monastery in Dharamsala, Losang creates this artwork 
using the long, narrow metal funnels called chakpu that cause the sand to flow, creating a 
meditative sound as he works. Sacred union and its representations are seen everywhere in this 
particular mandala as repeated affirmations of wholeness and completion, as well as pristine 
awareness with transcendental knowledge, merged in the symbols of this artwork. 

The outermost circle of the mandala represents the holding environment -- the protective 
forces of Earth, Water, Fire, Wind and Space – as a container for all that that takes place 
within it. While we are reminded of the transient nature of life in the dismantling of the work 
of art, compassion and wisdom prevail. We look forward to these forces prevailing at our IFPE 
conference as well. 

The Venerable Losang Samten is a Tibetan scholar and former Buddhist monk. Born in Tibet, he 
escaped to Nepal and settled in Dharmasala, India. He studied at the Tibetan Institute of 
Performing Arts and the Namgyal Monastery earning degrees in Philosophy, Sutra, Tantra and 
Debate. Sent by the Dalai Lama to bring sand painting to the West, he created mandalas at the 
American Museum of Natural History, Philadelphia Museum of Art, Asian Art Museum in San 
Francisco and received National Heritage and Pew Fellowships. Samten is spiritual director of 
Tibetan Buddhist Center of Philadelphia and at other centers around the US. He travels 
extensively creating mandala and sharing his skill in Tibetan ritual arts. 


