
Please note: Panel listings contain the presenters and their presentation summaries. The order 

of the presenters will be determined by the panelists and their moderator. 

Conference Schedule 
Thursday, November 5th 

 

Self Care Room: Hours to be posted at registration table and room entrance 
We listened to your feedback and are offering a space throughout much of the conference for the care of you -- 

the conference attendee.  At times a quiet space and at times a place to talk with colleagues, we are adding this 

space for relaxation, restoration, and the integration and processing of powerful material presented at IFPE’s 

conference. 

 

Thursday, Noon - 6:00 p.m. – Registration – Foyer A 
 

Thursday, 1:00 - 1:15 p.m. – Welcome from the Co-Chairs 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Co-chairs: Judith E. Vida and Farrell Silverberg 
 

 

Thursday, 1:15 - 2:50 p.m. – Two Half-Plenaries 

 

 

An Autobiographical Dialogue on Vulnerability and Its Discontents: Moderators invite 

the audience to work psychoanalytically and mutually in autobiographical reflection 

upon the conference theme 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenters: Participatory dialogue  

This Autobiographical Dialogue will build upon previous plenary and half-plenary encounters with the conference 

theme: a mutual psychoanalytic working-with among the audience as a way of exploring and enriching our 

understanding of what we say and hear. Instead of prepared presentations, brief (5 minute-long) autobiographical 

reflections on the conference theme will be invited voluntarily and spontaneously from participants. 
 

Moderators:  Gershon J. Molad and Judith E. Vida 

 

 

Showing Up on the Page: Writing with daring and vulnerability (A Clinical Writing 

Workshop) 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter and Moderator:  Suzi Naiburg, Ph.D., LICSW (MA) 

This clinical writing workshop will teach participants how to read gifted writers for inspiration and practical lessons 

in the craft of writing and to identify ways to show up on the page and write with daring and vulnerability. For new 

and experienced writers, unpublished and published alike. Writing exercises included. 

 

Thursday, 2:50 - 3:10 p.m. – Break 

 

 

 



 
Thursday, 3:10 - 3:50 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 
 

Just Do It 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Douglas F. Maxwell, LP, NCPsyA (NY)  

What could epitomize vulnerability and its discontents more than the plight of the African American male in our 

society, racism overt and covert is alive and well. Through the eyes of 3 visual artists, Hank Willis Thomas, 

Charles McGill aka "Arthur Negro" and Titus Kaphar, I will demonstrate how they process their vulnerabilities, 

their selves and self esteem and work through their anxieties to produce creative work that strikes a tune that all 

of us white folks can touch and empathize with. 
 

Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg 

 

 

Intimacy in Supervision: The vulnerability of cancer care and the parallels of deep 

vulnerability and wounding in a supervisory relationship 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenter:  Deborah Seagull, Ph.D. (PA) 

In this presentation, the emotional and physical vulnerability in cancer care is explored through the lens of an 

emotionally charged and painful supervisory relationship. The connection between our work with vulnerable 

patients, and how this intersects with our primitive wishes and desires are explored. 
 

Moderator:  Amira Simha-Alpern 

 

 

The Hazards of Exposure in Jhumpa Lahiri’s Fiction 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenter:  Barbara Schapiro, Ph.D. (MA)  

This paper will explore the contradictions involving vulnerability in Jhumpa Lahiri’s fiction: the desire to expose 

oneself fully in order to be known and loved versus the need to remain private. An explication of two short stories 

will explore the fantasies and complexities bound up with these competing desires. 
 

Moderator:  Sara Lavner 

 

 

Threatened With Suffering: The 21st century body 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  Barbara Tholfsen, LCSW (NY)  

Since the 1970’s the psychoanalytic literature has grappled with what is seen to be a “new” kind of patient. These 

patients, vulnerable to excitations arising from their real bodies, will use drugs and other addictions (self- cutting, 

eating disorders, plastic surgery) to deal with these vulnerabilities directly. This paper will address the many 

difficulties associated with diagnosing and treating these hard-to-diagnose and treat patients. 
 

Moderator:  Agnieszka Gozlan 

 

 

Thursday, 3:50 - 4:00 p.m. - Break 

 

  



Thursday, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

The Sound and Color of Vulnerability: An expressive, analytic response 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenters:  Vanessa Hannah Bright, L.AC. (NY), Marianne Gunther, MPS,ATR-BC, LCAT (NY), 

 Sunyoung Park, LCAT (NJ) 

In this experiential workshop we will explore nonverbal responses to vulnerability through music and art.  

Participants will witness the use of musical improvisation and drawing in response to the presentation of 

countertransference material. We will discuss how creative response – i.e. expressive analysis – fosters authentic 

connection, increases a sense of safety, and deepens the therapeutic relationship and exploration. Attendees will 

be invited to explore their own countertransference issues through these creative modalities. 
 

Moderator:  Merle Molofsky 

 

 

The Near Death Experience of a Marriage 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenter:  Linda Raubolt (MI), Richard Raubolt (MI), Rachel Newcombe, (WA)  

On a April morning in 2014 I had a stroke or so I am told. I missed most of it but my wife stayed. Hardly a fair 

scenario but aging bodies can collapse so suddenly that we can be left with roles assigned not chosen. This 

presentation consists of stories, my wife’s and my own, as we survived, loved and fought over the unexpected 

that nearly killed “us.Given the highly personal and spontaneous nature of the interplay between the presenters 

please be respectful of the starting time.  Thank you. 
 

Moderator:  Rachel Newcombe 

 

 

Family Matters 

Room:  Shippen 

 

Psychological Growth: Recognizing the vulnerability of an idealized father after his suicide 

Presenter:  Debra Kuppersmith, LCSW, MS, (Community Health) Certified Psychoanalyst (NY)  

This paper explores the potential for growth in the midst of trauma, as my patient struggled to understand her 

complex and contradictory emotions while facing the death of her idealized father by suicide.  In working this 

through, she discovered a new man, whom she could more fully love: his flaws made him human. 
 

Vulnerability When the Stakes Are High: Showing up with the ones we love 

Presenter:  Jasmine Ueng-McHale, Ph.D. (NJ)  

In attachment-based-therapies like EFT, clients explore vulnerable emotional experiences in the presence of their 

parents or spouses. Emotional responses, attachment-related-needs, and defenses are heightened, as clients 

communicate deep longings and fears directly to the loved ones who matter most.  Therapists’ 

countertransference and the need for self-care practices will be discussed. 

 

My polygamous life: Actualizations of discontents and thwarted desire 

Presenter:  David W. Wilson, M.Ed., PA Licensed Psychologist (PA)  

This paper will be a preliminary consideration of the impact of treating a number of patients who construct and 

participate in families for the analyst,  how their internal states are reflected in their  treatment of his "family", and 

the analyst's response to the treatment of his multiple "families." 
 

Moderator:  Burt Seitler 



Look but Don't See: Bodies and minds in the analytic field 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Hillary Grill, LCSW (NY), Sharyn Leff, LCSW (NY), Caryn Sherman-Meyer, LCSW (NY)  
In the analytic field, the female body’s impact is easily ignored. The shape of a woman’s body informs the way 
she sees herself, imagines how she’s seen, and sees others.  Moreover, her body exposes—and hides—her 
vulnerabilities. The panel explores how this plays out in the analytic field. 
 

Moderator:  Elisabeth Crim 

 

Thursday, 5:30 - 5:40 p.m. – Break  

 

Thursday, 5:40 - 6:20 p.m. - Four Concurrent Presentations 

 

Faces of Vulnerability Through the Lens 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Lydia Panas, New York University/International Center of Photography, MA Photography; 

School of Visual Arts, BFA Photography; Boston College, BA Psychology; Whitney Museum 

Independent Study Fellowship (PA)  

Artist Lydia Panas reveals the fascinating process and concepts behind her photographic images of vulnerability. 

This session will include a slide presentation and explanation of the process behind the artist’s work and will 

include an interactive discussion with the audience. 
 

Moderator:  Douglas Maxwell 

 

On The Razor’s Edge: Collapse or creativity 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenter:  Veronica D. Abney, Ph.D., LCSW (CA)  

This paper is about mutual vulnerability in the analytic dyad when a training analysis of more than twenty years is 

threatened by the analyst's potentially fatal illness. 
 

Moderator:  Joel Miller 

 

Psyche-Soma Disturbances: Working psychoanalytically with visual impairment and the 

dilemma of recognition 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenter:  Isolde Keilhofer, LP (NY)  

Winnicott writes extensively and empathically of psyche-soma disturbances.  Herein, a particular exploration of 

visual disturbances, beyond the metaphoric, both in literature and in the consulting room. 
 

Moderator:  Ginny Rachmani 

 

Perversions, Infidelities, Indiscretions and Other Uncomfortable Spaces 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  Joseph G. Schaller, Psy.D. (PA)  

What are the possibilities and limits of the analyst's self-disclosure in cases involving sexual behavior ranging 

from infidelity to “Kink” or “BDSM,” particularly when not publicly identified as a "specialist or member of a 

particular group. Case material will be used to illustrate the vulnerability of both patient and therapist in the 

choppy waters of non-normative sexual exploration. 
 

Moderator:  Phillip Bennett 



   

Thursday, 6:20 - 6:30 p.m. - Break 

 

 

Thursday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Membership Meeting, President's Remarks, and Town Hall  
 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 
 

(All are welcome. There will be a vote by the membership on IFPE issues.) 
 
 
 

Thursday, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. - Reception: No-Host Cocktails and  
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres  

 
Room:  Hamilton (further down the hallway near Taste restaurant) 
 
(All attendees and guests must wear their nametags). 
 

  



Friday, November 6th 
 

Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Registration – Foyer A (for new arrivals) 

 

Self Care Room: Hours to be posted at registration table and room entrance 
We listened to your feedback and are offering a space throughout much of the conference for the care of you -- 

the conference attendee.  At times a quiet space and at times a place to talk with colleagues, we are adding this 

space for relaxation, restoration, and the integration and processing of powerful material presented at IFPE’s 

conference. 

 

Friday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

Apparitions, Ghosts, and Trauma: Lingering untold stories, Part II 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

 

Her Mother's secret 

Presenter:  Ruth Lijtmaer, Ph.D. (NJ)  

There are intergenerational secrets and unprocessed experiences that very often don’t have a voice or an image 

associated with them but loom in our minds nonetheless. What haunts are not the dead, but the gaps left within 

us by the secrets of others. This presentation will explore the unspoken secret that a patient's mother kept from 

her, paralleling the presenter's mother's secret. 

 

Putting ghosts to rest: Fragments of silence and terror.  An intergenerational tale of growing up 

in the old left. 

Presenter:  Lisa Lyons, Ph.D. (NJ)  

This essay explores the intergenerational transmission of trauma related to political repression.  Using mine and 

my family’s experience of terror and silencing during the McCarthy era, as well as my forebears’ experiences of 

pogroms, I consider the psychic consequences of silencing and of our unexpressed fear, grief and loss, and the 

multiple contradictions against which our silence defended. 

 

The Man Behind the Faces: A conversation with Tyree Guyton 

Presenter:  Richard Raubolt, Ph.D. (MI)  

Trauma shrouded in darkness can elude the boundaries of time, space and language. To recover memory and 

understand trauma’s legacy it is often necessary to construct symbolic meaning. As these representations are 

interpreted intense affective reactions create risks for artists who work at the intersection of individual and social 

trauma. This presentation will discuss Detroit’s Heidelberg Project using my filmed interview with the artist/creator, 

Tyree Guyton. 
 

Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer 

 

 

Psychoanalysis and Spirituality Committee: 

Fear, Trembling, and Transformation 

Room:  Reynolds 
 

Race, Religion, and a Cat in the Clinical Hour 

Presenter:  Gretchen Heyer, Ph.D., L.P.C. (TX)  

The boundaries of how analytic process is defined are challenged when Christian language becomes the patient’s 

way of approaching outrage at racial hatred, misogyny, and ambivalent attachments; themes played out in the 

transference and symbolized by the presence of my cat that is locked into the bathroom for her sessions. 
        (continued on next page) 



Transforming Vulnerability From Primitive Trauma to Adult Pain 

Presenter:  M. Chet Mirman, Ph.D., Licensed Clinical Psychologist, Professor of Psychology, The 

Illinois School of Professional Psychology (IL)  

Psychoanalytic treatment involves the transformation of primitive trauma into adult vulnerability.  This presentation 

will address the challenges to the patient being asked to face his/her terror, as well as to the therapist needing to 

function as a container of these reactions. 

 

Entering the Wound on the Journey to Love: The spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius de Loyola 

as an experience of self-analysis and healing 

Presenter:  Michael E. Remshard, (PA)  

A personal story of entering suffering and finding love through St. Ignatius’s spiritual exercises. Silence, 

imagination, nature, colloquies, art, and spiritual direction become prayer-ways eliciting self-awareness, 

discernment, non-duality, and a way of proceeding.  Embracing woundedness and submitting to unconditional 

love, the spiritual exercises seem akin to Horney’s experience of self-analysis. 
 

Moderator:  Phillip Bennett 

 

 

Accessing Vulnerable Selves through Forgiveness and Grief 

Room:  Shippen 

 

An Analyst has a Birthday - Forgiveness in a Mutually Vulnerable Analytic Encounter 

Presenter:  Diane Barclay, LCSW (NY)  

This paper examines the notion of Forgiveness, explored through a concordantly vulnerable treatment of two lost 

mothers. The treatment opens questions about forgiveness – is it necessary to heal? And is recognition of mutual 

vulnerability between analyst and patient necessary to proceed? 

 

My Vulnerable Father, My Vulnerable Self: Healing Through Grief and the Experience of Loss 

Presenter:  Lynn Higgins, LCSW (NY)  

This paper is a personal narration of the experience of loss of a father who was absent because of his own 

emotional vulnerabilities. The pain of this loss triggered an undefined grief. This paper is a journey toward 

understanding this vulnerability and what it meant in her life. 

 

Owning Vulnerability - Welcoming Care Through the Process of Mourning 

Presenter:  Alma Krupka Klein, M.D. (NY)  

The author narrates her personal experience of the complex loss and mourning of her father who was first lost to 

dementia. After an initial mourning phase of disowning her vulnerability and disavowing her need for care her 

mourning was ultimately resolved by owning those parts of herself that desired care and nurturing them. 
 

Moderator:  Tom Archbald 

 

Trauma Committee: 

Breaking Through the Disavowed 

Room:  Whitpen 

 

Vulnerability & Its Dissed Contents 

Panel:  Presenter:  Ellen Luborsky, Ph.D. (NY)  

“Water comes from my eyes.  I don’t know why.”  6-year-old Jake summed up the topic of this presentation – 

disowned feelings and their fate.  Tales of therapy with children and adults will illustrate the process of 

transformation –from alienated or disguised forms back into feelings again. 

 

       (continued on next page) 



 

Acting Tough: A Clever Façade Against Revealing a Secret Vulnerability 

Presenter:  Burton Norman Seitler, Ph.D. Licensed Psychologist (NJ; PA), Certified Psychoanalyst (NJ)  

Grey was a 17-year old remanded to an institution for "Juvenile Delinquents," where I had just been hired to 

provide psychotherapy. In our work together, I discovered an intensely guarded secret, namely Grey could not 

read. Grey thought it was better to be regarded as belligerent, rather than illiterate or stupid. 

 

Dreaming in Dark Times 

Presenter:  Sharon Sliwinski, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. (Ontario, Canada) 

Focusing on one of Nelson Mandela’s recurring nightmares, this paper explores how dreams represent, contain, 

and testify to the most profound of human conflicts. I treat the disclosure of dream-life as a political gesture, a 

means for the freedom fighter to symbolize the particular violence of the apartheid state other-wise. 
 

Moderator:  Johanna Cuevas 

 

 

Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. - Break 

 

 

Friday, 10:40 - 11:20 a.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 

The Patient as Psychic to her Therapist: Vulnerability, dissociation, and ghosts from the 

nursery 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Jessica Arenella, Ph.D. (NY)  

A vulnerable patient challenges the therapist to become a more real and robust figure capable of helping her. A 

case illustration describes an uncanny encounter with a DID patient who summons ghosts from her therapist’s 

past, exposing the therapist’s neurotic strivings. 
 

Moderator:  Linda Raubolt 

 

Come to Me Memory, Come Fill my Lungs: The immortality of mortal desire 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  Karol Marshall, Ph.D., ABPP (WA), IFPE Distinguished Educator 2009 

Reflections on le petit a, obsessive enchantment, desire, love, loss, lack, mourning, and memory, inspired by 

poetry and photos, as well as Freudian and Lacanian theory. 
 

Moderator:  Billy Brennan 

 

(Don't) Cry Out Loud 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenter:  Lindsay Barton, M.A., R.P., TIP (cand.) (ONT) (Canada) 

When an infant has experienced their cries as overwhelming and unmet, how can a child psychotherapist provide 

an alternate integrated experience?  Working developmentally and using Anne Alvarez's thermometer map, 

(2013) of Klein's Paranoid-Schizoid position (1930),  this paper aims to show how the therapist might create a 

place where the child can explore their wish to cry, but also their choice not to. 
 

Moderator:  Cenk Cokuslu 

  



 

Moral Injury 

Room:  Whitpen 

Presenter:  Mildred Antonelli, Ph.D., NYS Licensed Psychologist, NYS Licensed School Psychologist  

        (NY)  

This paper will describe the devastating effect on the self of moral injury, often a core component of trauma, which 

occurs when one’s actions have profoundly violated one’s code of ethics, when one has been a victim of such a 

violation or has been a passive witness.  Reflections on healing will be discussed. 
 

Moderator:  Johanna Cuevas 

 

 

Friday, 11:20 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Break 

 

 

Friday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 

Empathy for the Double 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Paul Zelevansky, (PA), IFPE Distinguished Educator 2015 

State of mind, action, or ideal, empathy presumes an ability to deeply engage another’s pain, loss, or alienation. 

Incorporating photographs and video, this talk looks at the impulse to “stand in another’s shoes” in regard to 

encounters with puppets, pets, people, images, and varied political and social expressions circulated on social 

media. 
 

Moderator:  Samoan Barish 

 

 

The Professor and I: A collaborative case history 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  River Malcolm (WA)  

Several years after my analysis with the spirit of the late Professor Freud (for five years in the 1990s, and one 

year in 2011-2012), we began to collaborate on a case history. My presentation will include excerpts from the 

Professor’s version, my version, and our sometimes contentious conversation. 
 

Moderator:  Karol Marshall 

 

 

Psychic Vulnerability: Turning tables with Elizabeth Severn 

Room:  Whitpen 

Presenter:  B. William Brennan, ThM, MA, LMHC (RI)  

This presentation transports us back to a séance with Ferenczi’s patient Elizabeth Severn, the psychic Eileen 

Garrett, and Margaret Naumburg, the mother of art therapy. The psychoanalytic narrative in Ferenczi’s Clinical 

Diary is called into question, and frames an unknown aspect of trauma from Severn’s past as central to our 

understanding of her story. 
 

Moderator:  Peter Hoffer 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 



 

 

“I didn't think it would be so personal!” Notes from Clinical Kindergarten 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenter:  Kristine Klement, Ph.D. (Ontario, Canada) 

This paper is an attempt to think through my own surprise at the deeply personal and interpersonal nature of the 

analytic relationship. Drawing on Britzman’s (2003) notion of “theory kindergarten” I propose a notion of “clinical 

kindergarten” as a way of thinking about working through my initial surprise at experiencing the vulnerability of the 

transference. 
 

Moderator:  Ellen Luborsky 

 

 

Friday, 12:10 p.m. - 2:10 p.m. - Lunch 

 

 

Friday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

 

Extending Our Reach: When vulnerability moves the analytic dyad 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

 

Vulnerability and the clinical relationship are at the heart of the healing process. In this panel, we explore how 

mutative our caring can be; how a psychotic patient teaches his therapist about the language of love; and how the 

analyst’s mourning changes the therapeutic field. 

 

Meeting Patients Halfway: Toward an ethic of care in psychoanalysis 

Presenter:  Hilary Maddux, LCSW (NY)  

The question of if, when, and how we “care for” our patients is the subject of much debate within our field. Why is 

care embraced by some, disparaged by others? This paper elaborates a deeper understanding of care, while 

suggesting that care is both essential to our work with patients and also mutative. 

 

Working at the Edge: Brian, psychosis and the language of love 

Presenter:  Suzi Naiburg, Ph.D., LICSW (MA)  

Edward suffered a psychotic break at eighteen and still experiences psychotic symptoms at fifty. In a long-term 

psychotherapy, he is learning to extend his reach beyond his fears and teaching me how to articulate, not just 

feel, the language of love, creating greater “relational freedom” (Stern) for both of us. 

 

When the Therapist is in Mourning:  Exploring the impact on clinical practice 

Presenter:  Mary Dougherty, MFA, ATR-BC, NCPsyA (IL)  

After a year and a half of treatment and suffering, my husband died of cancer on May 23, 2013.  This presentation 

will not be about the impact of mourning on my personal life, but rather the impact of my mourning on the 

therapeutic relationships between my patients and me. 
 

Moderator:  Tina Griffin 

  



Vulnerability Continues 

Room:  Reynolds 

 

On Losing One’s Mind: The vicissitudes of the therapist’s madness 

Presenter:  Michael R. Allison, M.A., LMHC (WA)  

This paper explores the vicissitudes of the therapist’s madness. Using both personal and professional examples, I 

examine forms of madness including the body-madness of chronic illness, projective processes, psychosis and 

dissociation, and describe the relative influence and vulnerability the therapist’s personal life experience brings to 

the work of psychotherapy. 

 

“Knowing Terrible Things”: Shame, projective identification, and dissociation in the analyst’s 

life 

Presenter:  Susan G. Burland, Ph.D. (IL)  

This presentation will explore an ongoing integration of my early childhood trauma, with my psychoanalytic 

training, centering on themes of shame, projective identification, and dissociation of trauma. Concepts to be 

discussed include Gerson’s dead third, failed witnessing, and J. Benjamin’s moral third. An autobiographical 

dialogue with the audience is encouraged. 

 

Worlds Apart 

The Tragedy of Analytic Pairing 

Presenter:  Peggy DuBois, Psy.D., M.F.T., R.D., psychoanalytic psychotherapist (CA)  

My paper attends to a clear pattern emerging in psychoanalysis as a result of the theoretical shift from drive 

theory to relational, phenomenological contextualism. Relational clinical work reveals a mismatch between 

therapist and patient that constitutes a psychological disaster for the patient. I will provide clinical examples of 

mismatches. 
 

Moderator:  Gershon J. Molad 
 
 

Of Power and Powerlessness 

Room:  Shippen 

 

On love and coercion and the tyranny of vulnerability 

Presenter:  Darlene Bregman Ehrenberg, Ph.D., ABPP (NY)  

The focus of this paper will be on individuals who cannot bear the vulnerability of desiring, and who, as they begin 

to “care” or to “love” find their feelings escalating to proportions that feel unbearable and unmanageable.  Detailed 

clinical process of analytic work with such patients will be presented. 

 

Tale of Pistorius: Prosthetic aliveness as vulnerability 

Presenter:  Cenk Cokuslu, MBA, LP, NCPsyA (NY)  

If the psychic integrity has been rendered vulnerable by the presence or the lack of aliveness, how would an act 

of amputation or dismemberment impact the psychic landscape? This paper will review Meltzer’s theory of 

“Aesthetic Conflict”, Green’s theory of “Negative Narcissism”, and Mitrani’s theory of “Adhesive Identification” to 

explore the poignantly enigmatic story of Oscar Pistorius. 

 

Resentment as a Defense Against Skillful Vulnerability 

Presenter:  Lynne G. Tenbusch (MI)  

The author will explore the concept of Resentment as a defense against skillful vulnerability. Nietzsche’s ideas 

about the development of Resentment will provide the lens through which defensive resentment is articulated. 

Misunderstanding of vulnerability as overwhelming powerlessness will be presented in contrast to necessary 

vulnerability in the service of a full emotional life. 
 

Moderator:  Cenk Cokuslu 



The Vulnerability of Being Seen 

Room:  Whitpen 

 

Poetry as a Support Beam in the Therapeutic Infrastructure 

Presenter:  Danna Bodenheimer, LCSW, DSW (PA)  

When the use of dialogue fails in intense clinical moments, collapse through acting out or through alternative 

means of psychic transmission. Using 3 poems, I will highlight how poetry has supported the clinical frame in 

moments of intense pain and silence, acting as a form of communication and connection. 

 

Sensitive Strength 

Experiment with Vulnerability and The Therapeutic Possibilities of Social Media 

Presenter:  Bonnie Hirschhorn, LP, LCSW, LCAT, NCPsyA, ATR-BC (NY)  

We will explore the therapeutic possibilities resulting from an experiment with psychoanalysis, art therapy and 

social media. I will describe how I brought psychodynamic insight to the streets, interviewing people about 

vulnerability, photographing them, creating paintings of them, and posting the results on my public blog. 

 

Artistic Alchemy:  Transforming vulnerability into resiliency 

Presenter:  Francoise Jaffe, LCSW, Ph.D. (CT)  

Feeling vulnerable is often tied to the concept of being “seen”— This presentation will explore the “discontents” 

created when a young artist, wanting to be “seen” ends up being “known”, and the consequences of not 

understanding what he was, communicating, until his past could be faced safely. 
 

Moderator:  Merle Molofsky 
 
 

Friday, 3:40 - 3:50 p.m. - Break 
 
 

Friday, 3:50 - 5:00 p.m. – Five Concurrent Panels/Presentations 

 

 

The Vulnerable Self and the Vulnerable Community: A challenge/problem for 

psychoanalysis? 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenters:  George Bermudez, Ph.D. (CA), Craig Kramer, (CA) 

This presentation will propose that people unconsciously experience a sense of social melancholia in response to 

an unmet longing and the inability to mourn the loss or absence of community. The presentation will propose two 

poles of human vulnerability: optimal existential insecurity and traumatic vulnerability; summarizing results of 

focus group discussions on the meaning of “community”, and describing community-level psychoanalytic 

interventions. 
 

Moderator:  George Bermudez 

 
 

The Vulnerability Binary in Feminist Psychoanalysis 

Room:  Reynolds 

 

Love, Autonomy, and the Ruptured Subject 

Presenter:  Katherine Glanz, Ph.D. Candidate, Political Theory , Department of Political Science, Johns 

Hopkins University (MD)  

This paper reworks the notion of autonomy by turning to feminist psychoanalysis to consider an image of the self 

as empowered through an affirmation of its exposure. I argue that the self acquires the necessary strength for 

self-direction and critical capacity through an avowal of its vulnerability to otherness. 

       (continued on next page) 



Female Desire and Identity: Beyond masculine/feminine binaries 

Presenter:  Cathy Siebold, DSW (NY)  

Increasingly, psychoanalysts have provided an understanding of female desire that is not male-centric.  These 

ideas give insight into female struggles, but they may encourage a male/female binary.  Using case material, how 

we attempt to understand and work with the complexity of female desire and gender identification in the 

transference/countertransference is the basis of this presentation. 
 

Moderator:  Agnieszka Gozlan 

 

 

A Field Study on Vulnerability in the Creative Process 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenters:  Debra Gitterman, MFA (NY), John McInerney, MSW, LCSW (NY)   

If the aim of editing is to arrive at more authentic and clear self expression, does the writing/editing process 

parallel the psychoanalytic process, and the relationship between writer and editor mirror that between analyst 

and client. Writer/Psychoanalyst John McInerney and his editor Debra Gitterman discuss editing John's book. 
 

Moderator:  Suzi Naiburg 

 

 

Migrating Vulnerabilities 

Room:  Frampton 

 

Giving room to deeply traumatized refugees to reconstruct their lost boundary between reality 

and fantasy; while facing languages and cultural barriers. 

Presenter:  M. Leticia Castrechini-Franieck, Dr. (Germany) 

The use of “transitional object” as a communication tool while building a secure and reliable room for the 

treatment and stabilization of very psychological traumatized refugees. 
 

Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer 

 

Immigration and its discontents: challenges and tensions between vulnerability and growth 

Presenter:  Andrea Rihm, M.A., Ph.D. () (Chile) 

Immigration entails losses and challenges, confronting migrants with the question of who they are in relation to 

whom and what context, bringing forth feelings of vulnerability. The presentation discusses how the experience of 

vulnerability and of “being lost” can lead not only to grief, but also to self-discovery and growth. 
 

Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer 

 

 

The Authentic Voice of Vulnerability 

Room:  Whitpen 

 

Reclaiming One's Natural Voice: Reflections on good and bad vocal and analytic training 

Presenter:  Phillip Bennett, Ph.D., Psychologist, Psychoanalyst, Training Analyst, Philadelphia School 

Of Psychoanalysis. Chair of IFPE Spirituality Committee (PA)  

The author will reflect on his experiences of training—both as a singer and as a psychoanalyst-- in terms of how 
training and technique have helped or hindered him in trusting his own voice. The presenter will play recorded 
samples of his singing as part of the presentation.  

 

      (continued on next page) 

 



 

 

Affective Authenticity: Crossovers between artistic expression and the therapeutic action of 

psychoanalysis 

Presenter:  Stefanie Solow Glennon, Ph.D. (NY)  

The presentation is an outgrowth of the author’s life-long experiences with singing and the impact those 

experiences have had not only on her emotional development, but on her work as a psychoanalyst.  It is an 

attempt to explicate the crossovers she now sees between the enlivening power of affective authenticity both in 

artistic expression and in facilitating the therapeutic action of psychoanalysis - in spite of ubiquitous defenses 

against feared feelings. 
 

Moderator:  Phillip Bennett 

 

 

 
 

Friday, 5:30 p.m. – Sharp! 
 
 
 

Barnes Foundation Art Collection 
 
 
 

Excursion from 5:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Must be pre-registered to attend.  
 
 

Bring your “Barnes Boarding Pass” and meet in the Lobby at 5:30 p.m. (sharp!) 

 

 

  



Saturday, November 7th 
 

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – Noon – Registration – Foyer A (for new arrivals) 

 

Self Care Room: Hours to be posted at registration table and room entrance 
We listened to your feedback and are offering a space throughout much of the conference for the care of you -- 

the conference attendee.  At times a quiet space and at times a place to talk with colleagues, we are adding this 

space for relaxation, restoration, and the integration and processing of powerful material presented at IFPE ’s 

conference. 

 

Saturday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

The Joy of Being Vulnerable: Vulnerability's fringe benefits for clinical practice and 

creative process 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 
 

Vulnerability as an Important Ingredient for Post-Traumatic Growth 

Presenter:  Victoria Grinman, LCSW (NY)  
 

Dialectic of Creativity and Vulnerability 

Presenter: Sandra Indig, LCSW-R, LP, ATCB (NY)  
 

Vulnerable Mind and Its Neuro-psychoanalytic Vicissitudes 

Presenter: Inna Rozentsvit, M.D., PhD, MSciEd, MBA (NY)  
 

This multi-disciplinary panel will explore the fringe benefits of vulnerability for relating to others in one's clinical 

practice and in creative process, as well as in leading meaningful life. The joy of being vulnerable will be looked at 

from the vertexes of neurobiology, and of artistic process, as well as of parenthood. 
 

Moderator:  Inna Rozentsvit 

 

 

Managing Vulnerability 

Room:  Reynolds 

 

Affect and Attachment in the Management of Vulnerability 

Presenter:  Dorothea Leicher, LCSW, NCPsyA, ICCDPD (PA)  

There is no learning without vulnerability. Our affects amplify it. The workshop explores affect as body/mind 

bridge and foundation of consciousness, and the modulation of affect to a manageable process through 

interpersonal and intrapersonal attachment processes. Modern Psychoanalytic interventions are illustrated in 

context. 

 

Vulnerability in Educational Research: Reading adolescent narratives of power and place 

Presenter:  Karyn Sandlos, PhD, York University, Faculty of Education (IL)  

This paper explores psychic vulnerability in the context of reading fictionalized narratives created by adolescents 

as ‘evidence’ of learning. The method of analysis is one of noticing how aesthetic forms evoke places of ambiguity 

and emotional complexity both within narratives of learning, and in the researcher’s encounter with these 

narratives. 
 

      (continued on next page) 
 

 



 

Trainee Vulnerability: Honoring Self and Others in the Training Process 

Presenter:  Rebecca K. Stern, Psy.D., Ph.D. (PA)  

Healthy vulnerability has a toxic mimic in shame which can be exacerbated by dogma and punitiveness. It is the 

job of both trainees and trainers to move our training environments to healthier grounds of honor for self and 

others. I draw on theorists Mario Martinez (tribal shame) and Edgar Levenson (radical respect for difference in 

clinical thinking) in this talk. 
 

Moderator:  Dorothea Leicher 

 

 

Mining the Depths of Vulnerability 

Room:  Shippen 

 

“Going on Being: Facing my vulnerabilities and accepting myself” 

Presenter:  Samoan Barish, MSW, DSW, Ph.D. (CA)  

This will be a personal rendering of my continuing individuation through the later stages of life. I will be building on 

my two previous presentations at IFPE, having to do with our ongoing development as we grapple with our 

mortality while leading vital and creative lives. I plan to provide a forum for all of us to explore our individuation 

processes. 

 

I am a Mystery to Myself 

Presenter:  Joel Miller, M.D., Psy.D. (CA)  

I was a mystery to myself as a child. This continued into adulthood with the surface experience of bewilderment, 

but a deeper sense of foreboding about my personal history even though there were no significant memories of 

something having gone wrong. Such is my experience of childhood neglect. When nothing happened when it 

should have. 

 

I Found My Trauma in Katherine:  On being both therapist and patient 

Presenter:  Erin Pierson, MA, LMHC (WA)  

This presentation explores how identification, unconscious process, and the therapist’s own treatment experience 

contribute to a sometimes difficult but rich healing journey for both the therapist and the patient.  The presenter 

will use both themselves as patient and the treatment of a patient as case studies. 
 

Moderator:  Stuart Spence 

 

 

In Praise of Failed Preparation: Fantasies of development, childhood, and adolescence 

in education 

Room:  Frampton 

 

On not being able to revolt: Questions of growth and learning in education 

Presenter:  Aziz Guzel (Ontario, Canada) 

The image of the revolting youth recently secured its place on the list of youth problems. The purpose of my paper 

is to elaborate on some conflicts of the adult-adolescent relationship through an analysis of educational 

responses to revolt. Considering revolt as a capacity that is enigmatic and interpretive as discussed by Julia 

Kristeva, this paper explores representations and responses to youth revolts to consider how this phenomena can 

raise questions about ideality, transitions and growth in education. 

 

      (continued on next page) 

 

 



Subjects of development, subject to education: Psychoanalytic studies in a paradox of the 

human condition 

Presenter:  Noel Glover (Ontario, Canada) 

The paper pursues the broad research question: Why might education look back to infancy and project it forward 

throughout the development of becoming a subject? It is a question concerning how a psychoanalytic 

developmental paradox might open into a theory of developing pedagogy. 

 

Addressing Interiority: What can be made of secret thoughts in adult/child relations? 

Presenter:  Lucy Angus (Ontario, Canada) 

The digestive facts of infancy are highly visible, yet thoughts remain well-kept secrets between children and 

adults. My paper explores an enduring problem that can be traced through the inquiries of pedagogy, 

psychoanalysis and philosophy: namely, how has the child be known? And, how does the child come to know? 
 

Moderator:  Sharon Sliwinski 

 

 

Saturday, 10:30 a.m. - 10:40 a.m. - Break 
 
 

Saturday, 10:40 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

 

Vulnerability and Self-Care 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

 

Vulnerability in Psychoanalytic/Psychodynamic Relational Process: Attending to Somatic 

Counter-Transference Neuropsychoanalytically through Conscious Breath and Movement 

Presenter:  Elisabeth Crim, PhD, MA, MA, MA; Licensed Psychologist; Certified Relax and Renew 

Yoga Trainer (CA)  

Psychoanalyst/Psychotherapist vulnerability discussed through a neuropsychoanalytic lens of somatic counter-

transference. Explored: Emerging, often unconscious bodily states activated immediately or over time within a 

therapist in context of relationship with patient or conference presentation.  Facilitated: Integrative mind-body-

spirit self-care exercise for somatic counter-transference and vulnerability through breath, posture, movement, 

mindfulness.  Didactic/Discussion/Experiential. 

 

I'm Shouting But Don't Listen: How words, body, voice can both reveal and conceal our 

vulnerabilities 

Presenter:  Janet Sullivan, MA, LP, LCAT (NY)  

The vehicles of body, speech, song give us both the possibility of revealing and concealing ourselves and our 

vulnerabilities. Today’s  presentation explores this idea through the multiple prisms of psychoanalytic theory, 

music therapy and yoga which allow both patient and therapist to encounter resistance and release it . 

 

The Vulnerable Body and Awareness 

Presenter:  Jack Wiener, LP (NY)  

We are fundamentally animals conditioned by hunger, satiety, and the trauma of fear. Our feelings register in the 

body, the first responder. Our transference and countertransference awareness is immediately affected by 

retrieving our kinesthetic sensibility from the ashes of infancy to which our kinetic skills, freedom and pride has 

cast it. 
 

Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg 

  



Fairy Tales, Fiction, and The Uncanny 

Room:  Reynolds 

 

Breaking the Ice: Exploring vulnerability and developmental crises through Disney’s Snow 

Queen 

Presenter:  Sara K. Bressi, Ph.D., LSW (PA)  

This presentation will explore themes of vulnerability and developmental crises depicted in Disney’s newest 

Princess-genre film offering, Frozen© , utilizing feminist, object relations and relational frames as well as their 

relevance for understanding the experience of young girls and women brought forward in the consulting room. 

 

“The Clever and Sensible Girl. . .”:  A Psychoanalytic Commentary on Freud’s Conception of 

Uncanniness in E. T. A Hoffman’s Tale, “The Sand-Man” 

Presenter:  Peter T. Hoffer (PA), IFPE Distinguished Educator 2013 

E. T. A. Hoffmann’s tale “The Sand-Man” forms the centerpiece of Freud’s essay, “The Uncanny”. I seek to 

demonstrate that Freud’s omission in his summary of the role of Clara, the female protagonist, was motivated by 

his desire to downplay the efficacy of psychoanalysis in treating delusions associated with psychosis, while 

highlighting its effectiveness as a means of treating neurosis. 

 

The Vulnerability of Creation:  Fiction writing and co-creating the psychoanalytic narrative 

Presenter:  Merle Molofsky, MFA, NCPsyA, LP (NY)  

Let’s discover similarities between writing fiction and co-creating narrative in the psychoanalytic dyad.  Both 

processes involve allowing oneself to be vulnerable in encountering the depth and intensity of another’s 

experience.  Vulnerability -- I will read from a novel I wrote in 1970 when I was 28 years old, about heroin addicts. 
 

Moderator:  Billy Brennan 

 

 

Developmental Progressions and Digressions 

Room:  Shippen 

 

My last conference presentation: intimate-dialogue , altruistic-comprehension and 

psychoanalytic knowledge 

Presenter:  Gershon J. Molad, M.A. (Israel) 

I will talk and have dialogue about the tuning of 2 trajectories in my work and life cycles: The first: taking the 

endless trail of wounded perplexities in the history of  psychoanalytic autobiographical dialogue , and the holding 

of the pain of aporiability [able of no passing]. The second: my later-life sense of psychoanalytic knowledge , and 

the turning from autistic-understanding to altruistic comprehension. Thus, the rage of aporia turns into tenderness 

of letting, in what I call ‘the tender-dialogue’. 

 

The Consuming Nature of the Analytic Process 

Presenter:  Rebecca Brabo Silva, M.A., LMHC (WA)  

The author will explore the intensity of the psychoanalytic relationship and the moments in which the treatment is 

lived fully by the analyst and patient.  We will discuss how the dyad’s receptivity can lend itself to the discovery of 

aliveness both within oneself and between analyst and patient. 

 

Crushing (Work in Progress) 

Presenter:  Judith E. Vida (CA)  

A list (of over 120 books charting my journey into an unknown, a voluntary seeking of a boundless territory of 

critical importance, instigated by the shocked awareness of emotional enslavement by my recently dead mother), 

a dialogue, and an optional walk to the slave market at Front & Market Streets. 
 

Moderator:  Samoan Barish 



Psychoanalysis of Evil 

Room:  Frampton 

 

Questions of Ethics and Aesthetics 

Presenter:  Oren Gozlan, C. Psych., ABPP (Ontario, Canada) 

Once deemed the unequivocal antithesis to the good, evil has assumed an ever-greater presence in 

contemporary life.  Psychoanalysis bears witness to the impact of anonymity on the potential for perpetration, 

especially when others are experienced as faceless, disposable objects whose otherness is, at bottom, but a 

projection, displacement, and denial of our own interiority—in short, the evil within.   This panel evaluates the 

moral framework in which evil is situated, and in so doing, articulates an ethical stance that recognizes an intrinsic 

link between human freedom and the potential for evil. 

 

Deconstructing Evil 

Presenter:  Jon Mills, Psy.D., Ph.D., ABPP (Ontario, Canada) 

Once deemed the unequivocal antithesis to the good, evil has assumed an ever-greater presence in 

contemporary life.  Psychoanalysis bears witness to the impact of anonymity on the potential for perpetration, 

especially when others are experienced as faceless, disposable objects whose otherness is, at bottom, but a 

projection, displacement, and denial of our own interiority—in short, the evil within.   This panel evaluates the 

moral framework in which evil is situated, and in so doing, articulates an ethical stance that recognizes an intrinsic 

link between human freedom and the potential for evil. 

 

"Breaking bad" 

Presenter:  Ronald C. Naso, Ph.D., ABPP (CT)  

Once deemed the unequivocal antithesis to the good, evil has assumed an ever-greater presence in 

contemporary life.  Psychoanalysis bears witness to the impact of anonymity on the potential for perpetration, 

especially when others are experienced as faceless, disposable objects whose otherness is, at bottom, but a 

projection, displacement, and denial of our own interiority—in short, the evil within.   This panel evaluates the 

moral framework in which evil is situated, and in so doing, articulates an ethical stance that recognizes an intrinsic 

link between human freedom and the potential for evil. 
 

Moderator:  Jon Mills 

 

 

Saturday, 12:10 - 2:10 p.m. - Lunch 

 

 

Saturday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

 

Outside In: External realities shifting the analyst’s vulnerability 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 
 

Learning to Let the Outside In:  Vulnerability in the person/nature relationship 

Presenter:  Elizabeth Allured, Psy.D., NY State Licensed Psychologist (NY)  

Freud named the second vulnerability as pertaining to “the outer world, which can rage against us with the most 

powerful and pitiless forces of destruction.”  How are we and our patients defending against exploring the largely 

unthought known of vulnerability in the person/earth relationship, at this time of climate change? 

 

Slipping into Connection: Inadvertent vulnerability and dyadic transformation 

Presenter:  Ryan L. Clements, Psy.D., NY State Licensed Psychologist (NY)  

Moments before session, soon after spinal surgery, the analyst was terrified to have fallen on ice. This literal slip 

and its inevitable invasion into the session facilitated a path to previously dissociated experiences. With this 

discovery, greater understanding of fears and somatic terror within the dyad facilitated self-care and growth. 

       (continued on next page) 



The Mutative Power of Therapist's Vulnerability 

Presenter:  Amira Simha-Alpern, Ph.D., NY State Licensed Psychologist (NY)  

The paper discusses the idea that therapists’ vulnerabilities can become catalysts in facilitating therapeutic gains. 

It argues that integrating the therapist’s vulnerability into the therapeutic work can mobilize psychic change in self-

other configuration, ushering a patient into a post-oedipal relatedness marked by mutuality and reality-based 

images of self and other. 
 

Moderator:  Amira Simha-Alpern 

 

 

Clinical Dilemma: Truth or Dare 

Room:  Reynolds 

 

A Parallel Journey Into Self 

Presenter:  Antonia Noble Ludwig, Psy.D., MFT (CA)  

I have been interested in how our client’s stories are connected to our stories.  In my paper I am exploring the 

interactive relationship between my client and myself. This paper is meant to illustrate two journeys, my client’s 

and my own, our separate yet connected experiences, from within our individual perspectives, both 

phenomenologically and contextualized. 

 

Beneath the object’s shadow: Self disclosure, the physically ill patient and the vulnerable 

healer 

Presenter:  Ginny Rachmani (NY)  

A fundamental conflict for psychoanalytic patients and therapists, each with a chronic disease or disability, is the 

continual reorganization of the psychosoma. I examine one specific transference-countertransference 

configuration that I call mother-hunger using clinical examples. I will discuss the complexities of self disclosures 

by comparing differing, contemporary theoretical concepts. 
 

 

An Analysts's Lies: The use of false empathy and its therapeutic complexities 

Presenter:  Michelle Shubin, LCSW, BCD (NY)  

When do we lie to protect our patients? When do we lie to protect ourselves? How do we distinguish lying from 

moments of bracketed subjectivity? This paper will explore the analyst's use of false empathy and deliberate 

inauthenticity as it lives and functions within the analytic dyad. 
 

Moderator:  Laurence Green 

 

 

Copyright © 2015 —All Rights Reserved/Copyrights, Copy Cats, Collaborators 

Room:  Shippen 

 

Presenters:  Tina Griffin, M.S.W., Ph.D. (CA), Oren Gozlan (Ontario, Canada), Rachel Newcombe (WA) 

Do we need to copyright ideas in order to avoid copycats or is imitation the highest form of flattery? Presenting 

"new" ideas as one's own when they have been inspired by another, co-opted, or un-acknowledged is a form of 

conflict and controversy in psychoanalysis. The desire for an identity of one's own will be understood alongside 

the primacy of collaboration as a source of psychoanalytic knowledge. 
 

Moderators:  Rachel Newcombe, Tina Griffin and Oren Gozlan 
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Adequately Tolerating Inadequacy: Fostering the development of the clinical trainee 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenters:  Rachel Saks, Psy.D. (PA), Deborah Seagull, Ph.D. (PA), Keren Sofer, Psy.D. (PA) 

The conscious avoidance or lack of conscious awareness of a clinical supervisor’s shameful feelings can result in 

an arrest or derailment in a trainee’s development. Panel members will share personal vignettes to illustrate how 

working through the shame of inadequacy in our supervisory roles can enhance our supervisees’ professional 

development. 
 

Moderator:  Joseph G. Schaller 

 

 

Saturday, 3:40 - 3:50 p.m. - Break 
 

 

Saturday, 3:50 - 4:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

 

"Keep on growing," she said. 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Giselle Galdi, Ph.D. (NY), IFPE Distinguished Educator 2015 

In this brief presentation I will muse about the capillary roots of learning, how the process of being exposed to 
something new can leave us vulnerable and at risk, and what can help. 
 

Moderator:  Samoan Barish 
 

"Walking on Glass": From invulnerability to vulnerability - - encountering shame and 

desire 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  Joyce Block, Ph.D. (IN)  

Against the backdrop of childhood abuse and systemic racism, a black man and his white female therapist 

engage with the paradoxical: his illusion of invulnerability - - he can "walk on glass," without feeling pain - - has 

been both inspiring and self-destructive.  When this illusion shatters, a battle between shame and desire erupts 

with no certain conclusion at hand. 
 

Moderator:  Janet Sullivan 

 

Song in Therapeutic Intervention 

Room:  Shippen 

Presenter:  James G. Croghan, Ph.D. (NY)  

American Popular songs express the yearnings, joys and sufferings of a person’s inner life. Music allows the 

meaning to penetrate deep within the psyche.  In psycho-therapy sessions songs are used to illustrate, mirror, 

interpret and contextualize content the patient has presented.  With case material and song these interventions 

will be described and demonstrated. 
 

Moderator:  River Malcolm 

 

Writing and Self-Disclosure Times a Million 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenter:  Art Pomponio, Ph.D., LP (NY)  

I have written a book about the transformative possibilities of psychoanalysis using my own treatment as an 

extended case study. The book generates in me feelings of vulnerability in considering the impact on any patient 

who might read it or colleagues disapproving of my extensive self-disclosure. I will share a chapter for discussion 

about self-disclosure in contemporary practice. 
 

Moderator:  Oren Gozlan 



Saturday, 4:30 - 4:40 p.m. - Break 

 

Saturday, 4:40 - 5:20 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 

 

Vulnerable Transitions 

Room:  Bromley-Claypoole 

Presenter:  Dina Georgis, (Ontario, Canada) 

This paper examines the relationship of transsexuality to sexual violence by examining Chase Joynt’s 9 minute 

video Akin. The relationship I make between trauma and transsexuality is not causal or symptomatic, unless we 

view all gender formations as defenses against our polymorphously perverse origins. Understood 

epistemologically, transsexuality stages the universal vulnerabilities of embodied gender and the imaginative 

manoeuvres the psyche must make. 
 

Moderator:  Oren Gozlan 

 

 

Archaic Echoes, Narrative Revolt and Trace: Transference in texts and the legacy of 

Françoise Dolto to literacy and language education 

Room:  Reynolds 

Presenter:  Kathleen Saint-Onge, M.Ed., Ph.D. Candidate/A.B.D. 2016 (Ontario, Canada) 
My psychobiographic study of the famous French psychoanalyst, Françoise Dolto, explores the transference in 
her unique corpus, and how her theories are countersigned by her libidinal history. With Dolto, conveyance from 
the unconscious is witnessed as a trace in human texts, inviting a narrative revolt—and archaic affects—into 
education. 
 

Moderator:  Agnieszka Gozlan 

 

 

A Story of Intersections: Trauma, Gender Identity, Religion and Me 
Room:  Shippen 
Presenter:  Julie Cake, LMHC (WA)  
Come join me in considering the intersectional complexity of vulnerability. For example, what does that word 
mean for women or for women with sexual and religious trauma? How do various sociocultural pieces of a 
client’s identity impact treatment? Or more specifically stated, how a gay Jewish woman from Manhattan helped 
a straight Fundamentalist Southerner learn to navigate her way through the most difficult intersection of all, the 
place where boundaries and vulnerability collide.  
 

Moderator:  Tom Archbald 

 

Vulnerability Times Three (No Wonder We’re All So Frightened) 

Room:  Frampton 

Presenter:  Melvin E. Miller, Ph.D. (VT)  

The patient’s vulnerability is a longstanding and widely accepted imperative, while the vulnerability of the analyst 

remains a taboo subject. This presentation promotes the necessary vulnerabilities of both patient and analyst, 

while endorsing an essential third vulnerability—that of the analytic field. Case material will illustrate how the 

terror of being vulnerable is invited, explored, and ultimately overcome. 
 

Moderator:  Laurence Green 

 

Saturday, 5:20 - 5:45 p.m. - Break 

 

  



 

Saturday, 5:45 - 7:15 p.m. 
 

2015 Hans W. Loewald Memorial Award Address 
 

Deborah Britzman 
Distinguished Research Professor, FRSC 

 

On the Psychoanalytic Situation of Friendship: The case of Mrs K and Richard 
 

Bromley-Claypoole 
 

Moderators: 
 Farrell Silverberg, IFPE President  

and  
Oren Gozlan, Chair, Gender, Sexuality, and Psychoanalysis Committee 

 
 

 
 

 

Saturday, 8:00 p.m. 
 

Awards Dinner: 
 

Presentation of Hans W. Loewald Memorial Award 
and 

Distinguished Psychoanalytic Educator Awards 
 

Must be pre-registered to attend. 
 

Please bring your dinner/entrée ticket (included in registration packet). 
 

Hamilton 
 

 

 

Thank you for attending IFPE’s 26th Annual Interdisciplinary Conference,  
Vulnerability and Its Discontents. 

 
IFPE’s continued existence is made possible by the support of members through dues 
and donations, a Board comprised of elected members and interest-based committee 
chairs, and conferences that attract a wider participation. IFPE’s evolution continues in 
response to your feedback. Following the conference you will receive an emailed link to 
our online survey. We look forward to your comments and suggestions. Thank you! 

 
 


