
 

Conference Schedule 
 

Thursday, October 31st 
 
 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Mandala Sand Painting 
 Room:  Flower 
 Artist:  The Venerable Losang Samten 
 
Thursday, Noon – 6:00 p.m. – Registration:  Ballroom Foyer 
 
Thursday, 1:00 – 1:15 p.m. Welcome from the Co-Chairs 

Room:  Ballroom E 
Co-Chairs:  Judith E. Vida and Farrell Silverberg 

 
Thursday, 1:15 - 2:50 p.m. – Plenary Session 
 

An Autobiographical Dialogue on Transience and Permanence:  Presenters and 
audience work psychoanalytically and mutually to reflect on personal and clinical 
encounters with death and life 
Room:  Ballroom D 
Presenters: Veronica Abney (CA), Leslie Maxson (CA), and Susan Burland (IL)  
In this Autobiographical Dialogue, we aim to turn 3 brief presentations of death in life experience toward a 
new beginning for conference practice: a mutual psychoanalytic working-with among presenters and 
audience as a way of exploring and enriching our understanding of what we say and hear.  
 
Moderators:  Gershon Molad (Israel) & Judith E. Vida (CA) 

 
Thursday, 2:50 – 3:10 p.m. - Break 
 
Thursday, 3:10 - 3:50 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Song as Dream: Music psychotherapy with the terminally ill 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Meghan Hinman, LCAT (NY)  
In the medical hospital, where most patients think they don't have the desire or capacity for deep 
psychological exploration, music therapy provides a path.  Lyric and other content from songs requested by 
patients sitting with the reality of life's impermanence are similar to dream images.  This presentation will be 
a combination of case example and live music, with some mention of relevant literature. 
 
Moderator:  Janet Sullivan (NY) 

 
 
 
 



 
Masochism: A permanent state of transience? 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Joyce M. Rosenberg (NY) 
Masochists seem determined to turn happiness and fulfillment into fleeting, transient phenomena and put 
themselves into a permanent state of loss. But isn’t this really a permanent state of transience? And rather 
than loss, is the goal behind masochism really positive, life-affirming, even hopeful? 
 
Moderator:  Sy Coopersmith (NY) 

 
The "Hitchcock" Boy: Treating aggressive acting out in child therapy 
Room: Ballroom E 
Presenter:  Maria do Rosário Dias (Portugal) 
By presenting Peter’s clinical case, we endeavour to illustrate those communication barriers that develop 
and set themselves in the context of psychosis, which are intersubjective attempts at a systematic severing 
of the therapeutic relation. 
 

Moderator:  Sara Lavner (NY) 
 
Hansel, Gretel, and the Aftermath of Self-destruction:  Speaking, silence, “the 
personal” and the “professional” in the wake of a clinician’s traumatic losses by 
suicide 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Ann Marie Plane (CA)  
This presentation explores the powerful impact of three sudden losses on the presenter--her personal, 
professional, and clinical worlds.  Healing requires recovery of the ability to speak about traumatic events—
but also the cultivation of the ability to listen to forms of speech that emerge in unfamiliar registers, 
including silence. 
 
Moderator:  Richard Raubolt (MI) 

 
Thursday, 3:50 – 4:00 p.m. - Break 
 
Thursday, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

“On Transience” and the Irretrievable 
Room:  Reynolds 
 

Reflecting on Freud's "On Transience" 
Presenter:  Anthony O'Connell, Psy.D. (IL)  
I will invite participants to respond to Freud’s ON TRANSIENCE to see what it triggers as a personal 
response in the reader/listener.  Through the use of poetry, spiritual insights, and my own personal 
experience, I will share what the essay touches in me which will be a springboard for the participants’ own 
reflections. 

  



Freud’s “On Transience” and the Eternal Wounds of War 
Presenter:  Isolde Keilhofer, LP (NY)  
In this paper the trauma of the wounds of war will be explored starting with Freud’s “On Transience” and as 
found, and lost, in the periphery of literature and in recurring imagery.  The work of Bion and Eigen offer 
reverberations, bearings, and starting points. 
 
Perversion as Simulacra of Transience and Fluidity 
Presenter:  Cenk Cokuslu (NJ) 
Perversion has been a thought provoking and enigmatic psychoanalytic concept of the ineffable. The paper 
amplifies the perversion as shattering of transience giving rise to a permanent permanence evincing 
simulacra of transience and fluidity in the analytic encounter. Simulacra mark the absence – not the 
existence – of the things they are supposed to signify. 
 
Moderator:  Oren Gozlan (Canada) 
 
Spirituality Committee:  Transience, Termination, and Death: The emerging 
awareness of impermanence in the psychoanalytic process 
Room:  Cook 
 
This panel concerns the reality of impermanence and the profound consequences an awareness of 
impermanence has on the psyche. Transience, impermanence, and loss are ubiquitous and can 
propel individuals into treatment. Clinical experience reveals a deep thirst to expand and deepen 
the awareness of impermanence, which simultaneously interacts with powerful resistances. The 
presenters approach transience and impermanence as encountered in psychoanalytic practices 
from three different but related perspectives. 
 
The Arc of Two Lives:  Maintaining the illusion of forever in the knowledge of limits 
through long term analysis 
Presenter:  Kali Erskine, Ph.D. (VT)  
This paper focuses on the existential experience and expression of death in our lives. It includes the works 
of several twentieth century psychoanalysts and interweaves that discussion with case material illustrating 
the struggle of being in the presence of one’s own death as it arises during certain moments in long-term 
analyses. The presenter will discuss the groundwork that led to the emergence of those moments and 
reconstruct them as they were experienced viscerally. 
 

Mortality, Death, and Impermanence in the Consulting Room 
Presenter:  Melvin E. Miller, Ph.D. (VT) 
Patients increasingly articulate an awareness of death. Death talk pervades our sessions as patients 
become more aware of their mortality. The presenter argues that increasing psychic space for death talk, 
increases death talk. The presenter will invite attendees to think about death as it appears in 
psychoanalytic sessions, including the attendant defenses and resistances that keep the topic at bay. 
 
Dreaming Impermanence and the Great Matter 
Presenter:  Paul Cooper, L.P. (NY)  
The actuality of impermanence is a lived concrete reality expressed in daily life and in dreams. The 
presenter uses an autobiographical format by reporting a dream within the context of its emergence as part 
of life experience. The abstract aspects of the discussion will be enhanced through Zen stories and clinical 
experience. 
 
Moderator:  Phillip Bennett (PA)  



 
Three Paths Through Fire 
Room:  Ballroom E 
 
Transience & Permanence -                                                                               
A View from the Dollhouse 
Presenter:  Ellen Luborsky, Ph.D. (NY)  
The dollhouse has been overturned, furniture strewn, people tossed out.  Trashing is part of the life of the 
house, making room for new energies in the process. It illustrates transience & permanence in treatment. 
The parallels in nature will follow, with a look at the process of transformation. 
 
Loss of Love 
Presenter:  Peggy DuBois (CA) 
 I am attempting to give words to a particular loss; one that occurs in advance, yet, remains 
permanent. I am calling this force a silent destruction. It occurs to children when adults give birth and do 
not love/care for their children.    
 The negative space in art, is the space around and between the subject(s), and not the subject 
itself.   
 In the physical sciences, equilibrium is achieved when pressure is distributed around an object that 
matches the internal structure of that object. When outside pressure is removed, the object collapses.  
 In philosophy, Jacques Derrida states, “An experience open to the Other is movement that, without 
it, the relation to the Other would be absolutely destroyed.”   
 This kind of loss of love is rarely spoken because it is so tragic and unbearably painful. This 
experience of loss contributes to childhood suicide. This love loss is the subject of my paper. 
 
Annica, Dukkha, and Anatta: An exploration of the Three Dharma Seals through poetry 
and song 
Presenters: Ksera Dyette (PA) and Jess Rhee (PA) 
Buddhism offers three fundamental truths of existence that are experienced by all perceiving beings. These 
can be conceptualized as forming a path to transcendence, leaving suffering behind. Our presentation 
creates this path through fire, smoke, and air using poetry and song as an illustration of this journey. 
 
Moderator:  Gershon Molad (Israel) 

 
"Unsticking": Working with mind and body 
Room:  Whitpen 
 

Psychoanalysis and Chinese Medicine: Transience and the metal element 
Presenter: Vanessa Hannah Bright (NY)  
In this presentation, psychoanalysis meets Chinese Medicine in an interdisciplinary look at transience. In 
the Five-Element tradition of Chinese Medicine, all elements flow (transition) seamlessly one into the other, 
through the seasons, and through human emotions and body processes. The Metal element, however, 
embodies the experience and feelings of transience more than others. It is about autumn, separation, loss, 
and grief, as well as impartiality, inspiration, respect, and quality. Connecting mind and body, and using 
images and sounds to illustrate the Metal Element, I hope to bring these ideas to life and make them 
relevant to everyday experience as well as to psychoanalytic work. 

  



 

Defining Moments 
Presenters:  Serge Prengel (NY) and Lynn Somerstein (NY)  
Feeling “STUCK" is more than simply being aware of lack of movement. There's an underlying sense of 
feeling overwhelmed, victimized, challenged beyond our current abilities. To get “unstuck,” we need to 
effectively break through this barrier. The old self must die so that a new one may emerge. This becomes a 
defining moment, a moment when we reorganize ourselves internally in response to the new environment. 
Serge Prengel and Lynn Somerstein, editors of "Defining Moments For Therapists", invite you to be part of 
an experiential workshop to explore past or present “stuckness”, using a combination of body-centered 
mindfulness, Somatic Experiencing, expressive movement and reflective discussion. 
 
Moderator:  João Pedro Dias (Portugal) 

 
Thursday, 5:30 - 5:40 p.m. - Break 
 
Thursday, 5:40 - 6:20 p.m.:  Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Marking the Moment: Drawing to create permanence in response to our transient 
perceptions 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Marianne Gunther, MPS, ATR-BC, LCAT (NY)  
In life, we move through states of wishing to be seen, validated and remembered.  In this presentation, we 
will engage in simple contour drawing of self and other, exploring tensions between sensory transience and 
symbolic permanence. After group discussion, examples of this work as a hospice intervention will be 
presented. 
 
Moderator:  Paula Shatsky (CA) 
 
Am I still an Aspie? 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Stuart Spence (CA) 
The author identified his Asperger’s only after many years of un-understood difficulties.  This realization 
was the basis for a presentation written while the discovery was still very fresh.  The present paper 
explores what has changed – and what remains the same – four years later as a result of this new self-
understanding. 
 
Moderator:  Joel Miller (CA) 
 
Loosening the Grip 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenter:  Robin Cohen (CA) 
Loosening the Grip addresses the experience of impermanence on a personal level, a clinical level and an 
artistic level (my photography).  Using my experience of working with individuals diagnosed with cancer, as 
well as the feelings evoked in me in this work, I look at the evolution of my ability to face mortality as an 
ever-present possibility. 
 
Moderator:  Leslie Maxson (CA) 

  



 
Transience and Permanence: An archetype of illusion and reality 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Ken Silvestro (MT)  
From Eastern spiritual traditions, Einstein’s special theory of relativity and quantum physics, the reality 
behind the illusion of permanence informs us that transience dominates. The two poles have influenced the 
human condition since the dawn of consciousness. This paradox of illusion and reality is embodied in the 
psyche as an archetypal form that influences each moment of our lives. 
 
Moderator:  Douglas F. Maxwell (NY) 

 
Thursday, 6:20 – 6:30 p.m. – Break 
 
Thursday, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. – Remarks from the President, Judith E. Vida, and Annual 
Membership Meeting (All Welcome) 
Room:  Ballroom E 
 
Thursday, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. No-Host Cocktails and Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 
Room:  Ballroom D 
 
  



Friday, November 1st 
 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Registration:  Ballroom Foyer 
 
Friday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Three Concurrent Panels 
 

The Analyst's Personality, Counter-therapeutic Tendencies and the Analytic 
Situation 
Room:  Reynolds 
Panel:  The Analyst's Personality, Counter-therapeutic Tendencies and the Analytic Situation 
Presenters:  Arthur A. Lynch, Ph.D. (NY), Arlene K. Richards, Ed.D. (NY), Arnold D. Richards, 
M.D. (NY) 
An analyst develops a theory of psychoanalytic technique to offset his/her own counter-therapeutic 
proclivities.  This idea illustrates a general principle in the Sociology of Scientific Knowledge that scientific 
theories are influenced by psychological, socio-cultural and historical determinants.  We will illustrate this 
using Freud, and four other analysts as case examples. 
 
Moderator:  Douglas F. Maxwell (NY) 
 
From the Transiency of the Consciousness to the Permanency of the 
Unconsciousness: On the mental representation of the human body’s inner 
morphology 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenters:  Claudia Ruivo Carreira (Portugal), João Pedro Dias (Portugal), Maria do Rosário 
Dias (Portugal), Nádia Pereira Simões (Portugal) 
Our study’s goal consists in examining the extent to which mental representations of the human body 
interior change in undergraduate (BA and BA-cum-MA levels) students of health sciences after they have 
been subject to specific training, viz., after having been exposed to the contents of the curricular unit 
‘Human Anatomy’. 
 

Moderator:  Larry Green (CA) 
 
Extreme Dislocations I 
Room:  Whitpen 
 

God May Be With Us, But What Now? 
Presenter:  Susan Hall, D.Min., LMHC (WA)  
This multi-media presentation is an autobiographical exploration by a therapist who gained a family and lost 
her life as she knew it when her newly adopted son, Emmanuel, was deemed ineligible for a U.S. Visa, 
forcing her to leave all that was “permanent” to move to Uganda for three years. 
 

Animals 
Presenter:  Molly Castelloe (NY)  
To accept transience is to mourn. I’m screening footage from a film about the work of Vamik Volkan who 
has written extensively on mourning, Mourning is complicated by the status of humans as what Erik Erikson 
called a  “pseudo-species.”  As we developed higher capacities for art, science, we also cultivated different 
groupings. What other animals routinely kill those of their own kind? 
 
Moderator:  Samoan Barish (CA) 



 
Friday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Mandala Sand Painting 
 Room:  Flower 
 Artist:  The Venerable Losang Samten 
 
Friday, 10:30 – 10:40 a.m. - Break 
 
Friday, 10:40 - 11:20 a.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

To Be or Not to Be: Walking on the edge of life and death with the suicidal patient 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Phillip Bennett (PA)  
A suicide on our watch is the psychoanalyst's worst nightmare. It may bring clinical self-doubt,  fear of peer 
judgment and the possibility of professional liability.  As the analyst and patient walk on the edge of life and 
death the analyst is ethically bound to keep the patient from self harm. Although we may prevent some 
suicides, others--especially those occurring in a long-term treatment-- may be the patient's well-considered 
act of autonomy in choosing non-being in order to end years of psychic pain.  In these cases, does the 
patient have the right to die even though we try to keep him or her alive? If the patient chooses transience, 
can our therapeutic zeal actually become a defensive attachment to a false permanence? 
 
Moderator:  Paul Cooper (NY) 
 
On the Edge of Space 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Samoan Barish (CA) 
Growing up in a family that included my grandmother, I have been curious and frightened of death from my 
youngest years.  I am actively and vitally involved with life; nevertheless, I have had some dreams I will 
discuss that appear to demonstrate my unconscious recognition of my own mortality. 
 
Moderator:  Judith E. Vida (CA) 
 
Recognition and Intimacy in Analysis 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenter: João Pedro Dias (Portugal) 
I will tell an anorectic’s case-story in reverse, beginning where it ends. By inverting the arrow of time, I am 
also searching for an irreversible (and indestructible) element within the intra-and-intersubjective analytic 
dialogue. Nothing is found, except the patient’s intimate recognition of my own intimate (although not 
symmetrical) recognition of the patient. 
 
Moderator: Tina Griffin (CA) 

  



 
Transient & Enduring Counter-Transference:  A life journey as woman and 
psychodynamic psychotherapist 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Elisabeth Crim, Ph.D. (CA)  
The author analyzes the recurring metamorphosis (yielding transience, permanence) in her intersubjective 
mind-body-spirit development from girl to young woman, woman to middle-aged woman, with an eye 
toward elder and crone.  Parallel process of transformation between personal development and 
development as a psychodynamic psychotherapist with short-lived and enduring counter-transference is 
explored. 
 
Moderator:  Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA) 

 
Friday, 11:20 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Break 
 
Friday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Dreams of home: Winnicott, Lacan, and my work with homeless adults and their 
families 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Distinguished Educator, Deborah Anna Luepnitz, Ph.D. (PA) 
Individuals for whom the original  experience of home was  ruinous may have difficulty living indoors as 
adults, even when good enough accommodations are available. This talk will summarize a pro bono project 
that connects psychoanalysts with formerly homeless individuals who are attempting to create the 
possibility of  home for themselves. Concepts from both the French and Anglophone analytic traditions will 
be invoked. 
 
Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg (PA) 
 
Histories Transient and Interminable: A psychoanalytic thought experiment about 
the end of the world 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Lorin Schwarz, Ph.D. (Canada) 
“The end of the world doesn’t fulfill its advance billing,” writes Lewis H. Lapham –and yet cultures of diverse 
eras and geographies have manifested mythologies of the end of history. This paper interrogates not 
whether the world is transient, but why we seem so desperate to believe it might be. 
 
Moderator:  Judith Vida (CA) 
 
Flight of the Ibis 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenter:  Alan Roland, Ph.D. (NY)  
A DVD of Flight of the Ibis, a musical drama, shows the interface of spiritual striving in three main 
characters in 10th century Cordoba with their underlying psychological issues that ultimately undermine 
them. Thus, the permanence of their aspirations are destroyed by their emotional issues. 
 
Moderator:  Molly Castelloe (NY) 

  



 
On Body Image and Transience: Frozen in time 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Dr. Les Fleischer (Canada) 
The body is one of our best indicators of transience, however, body image is subject to distortion 
throughout the lifespan. Disturbances in body image and time, which are often inter-related, may reflect an 
enduring unconscious fantasy/thing presentation experience, associated with intra-psychic conflict and/or 
trauma. Contemporary treatment challenges will be presented. 
 
Moderator:  Merle Molofsky (NY) 
 

Friday, 12:10 - 2:10 p.m. – Lunch 
 
 
Friday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels/Presentations 
 

Two Kinds of Reverie 
Room:  Reynolds 
 
Facing Into the Unwanted and Unexpected:  The porcupine and me in the midst of life 
and death 
Presenter:  Edith (Edie) G. Boxer (CA)  
Within the context of an unexpected, unwanted termination with a patient I think of as the porcupine, I 
experience my usual pattern of attempting to manage my fear of burgeoning fragmentation and instead 
face into my struggle to accept the inevitability of what confronts us all: transience (impermanence). 
 

Double Catch:  Reverie in motion 
Presenter:  Risa M. Mandell, LCSW (PA)  
Writing from reverie rather than about it demonstrates the use of implicit processes to repair disrupted 
attachment and promote self-regulation following the lead of a 10 year old.  The therapist’s transient reverie 
is explored as a vehicle of facilitating permanent structural change in the child. 
 
Moderators:  Elaine Bridge (CA) & Susan Thau (CA) 

 
A True Now Versus A False Forever 
Room:  Cook 
 
Wanted Dead or Alive 
Presenters:  Michelle Flax (Canada) and J. Gail White (Canada) 
People often stay in injurious relationships as they cannot face the loss of the “forever” fantasy.  We look at 
the measures people resort to, to maintain both relationship stasis and internal integrity.  Two ways of 
resolving these relationship dilemmas are explored through four illustrative cases. 

  



 
Finding Permanence and Meaning in Death: Reflections on my work with cancer patients 
Presenter:  Deborah Seagull, Ph.D. (PA) 
In working with cancer patients who are frequently facing death, it is possible to find hope, meaning, and 
even permanence in the therapeutic relationship. The devastation of the void of death can be alleviated by 
forming a trusting bond that lessens aloneness, and creates a belief that one's life is meaningful and held 
despite the ultimate ending.  Clinical examples from work with dying patients will be included, as well as 
parallel processes in supervision.  Ruptures in trust in these relationships and the despair that follows will 
also be explored. 
 
Moderator:  Paula Shatsky (CA) 
 
Courting the Sacred, Beauty in the Details, Chance Encounters, and Other Stories 
Room: Ballroom E 
 
Presenters:  Laurence Green, Ph.D. (CA), Joel Miller, M.D., Psy.D. (CA), Rachel Newcombe, 
LICSW (WA)  
Basketball, Oscar Wilde and 'Chance Encounters.'  From three disparate topics come the shared 
experience of the sacred, the transcendent from three psychoanalysts. These three very personal and 
idiosyncratic  ventures are evidence for an  apparent similarity in deeper discoveries of the soul.  Ventures, 
with their stories, that would have not been otherwise discovered by them. 
 

Moderator:  Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA) 
 

Social Responsibility Committee:  detroit:livinginbetween (film) 
Room:  Whitpen 
 
Presenter:  Richard Raubolt (MI)  
Detroit, referred as the “mecca of urban ruins” will be the focus of this twenty-five minute documentary. 
Psychoanalytic theories will be held lightly as the voices of Detroiters will be given precedence as they 
teach us what the city was, is and might become. This seems only fitting as they have been witnesses to 
an alarming decline that has left Detroit isolated and in the sad position of the largest shrinking city in the 
country. Those who have expressed an interest in the city are seemingly more captivated by “ruin photos” 
than by human stories. Finding and honoring other healthier emotional narratives, much like analysis, may 
offer understanding to the marginalized while highlighting transitions to better possibilities. 
 
Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer (NJ) 

 
Friday, 3:40 - 3:50 p.m. - Break 
  



 
Friday, 3:50 - 5:00 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Generations: The transience and permanence of what is transmitted, shared, 
remembered 
Room:  Reynolds 
 

Presenters:  Merle Molofsky (NY) and Joseph Scarpati (NY) 
This two-person panel, a 71 year old grandmother and 21 year old grandson, a psychoanalyst and a 
college student majoring in psychology, both of whom are fiction writers, addresses the wish to transmit 
generational culture and knowledge through their creative work.  They know they are trying to preserve the 
transient. 
 
Moderator:  Les Von Losberg (NY) 
 
The Space Inside: How music and drama therapy facilitates making the transient 
permanent 
Room:  Cook 
 
Presenters:  Sara Lavner (NY) and Janet Sullivan (NY) 
Through citing the work of Theodore Reich, Winnicott, Cora De Chunaceiro and Robert Landy, Sara and 
Janet will discuss the theoretical basis of their presentation.  They will site specific case examples of how 
the “stuck” roles of our patients can evolve and change through Music, Drama and Psychoanalysis and will 
end with an experiential journey for those participating in the workshop. 
 
Moderator:  Meghan Hinman (NY) 

 
History of Psychoanalysis Committee:  Spotlight on Elizabeth Severn: the medium 
is the message 
Room:  Ballroom E 
 
Presenters:  Billy Brennan (RI) and Jim Righter (MA) 
This panel focuses the spotlight on Ferenczi’s patient Elizabeth Severn, seen first through the eyes of her 
daughter and then through an interview with one of her patients. 
 
Moderator:  Judith E. Vida (CA) 

 
Panel:  Extreme Dislocations II 
Room:  Whitpen 
 

We Were Born on the Street, How Do Experiences of Transience and Permanence Affect 
Us? 
Presenter:  M. Leticia Castrechini F. Franieck (Germany) 
This paper takes the case of those who cannot afford treatment, not even usual consultations in mental 
health common settings. Three case studies illustrate novel ways, in which male brothers aged 11, 8 and 5, 
born on the street, were engaged with narrative story-stem protocols to assess their mental 
representations. 

  



 
“Are You My Permanent Therapist?”: Transient objects and transient treatment 
 
Presenter:  Hallie Kushner (PA) 
Psychoanalytic psychotherapy training programs present a central dilemma of encouraging attachment 
within a relationship that is likely to end prematurely, with patients whose histories are often marked by 
unstable, impermanent objects. The presentation uses clinical vignettes and research data to consider 
individual and program level manifestations of this dilemma. 

Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer (NJ) 
 

Friday, 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. – Break 
 

 

Friday, 5:30 p.m. – Sharp! 
 

Barnes Foundation Art Collection 
 

Excursion from 5:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
 

Must be pre-registered to attend. 
 

Bring your “Barnes Boarding Pass” and meet in the Lobby at 5:30 p.m. (sharp!) 
 

  



Saturday, November 2nd 
 
Satuday, 8:00 a.m. – Noon – Registration:  Ballroom Foyer 
 

Saturday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 

Trauma Committee:  Processing Trauma and Loss 
Room:  Reynolds 
 

Letters from Odessa 
Presenter:  Silvia Tenenbaum (Canada) 
Letters from Odessa presents an harmonious possibility of creative grief while paying homage to a mother' 
enigmatic life. While geographic dislocation and cycles of traumatic events add a layer of complexity to the 
story, the aesthetic conflict is acknowledged in the beauty of things that are imperfect, impermanent, and 
incomplete. 
 

Fetus, Minus Fetus, No-Fetus: Thinking an unthought baby 
Presenter:  Stefanie Teitelbaum (NY)  
A rare pregnancy created fetal tissue run amok, obliterating the preconcept of baby, leaving nameless 
dread frozen outside time and space.  Elements of W.R. Bion’s thoughts organize my story of the 
transformation of what physically never was to psychic reality: a lost baby to be mourned. 
 

The Past is Always Present 
Presenter:  Mildred Antonelli, Ph.D. (NY)  
This paper describes how unprocessed trauma is transmitted to the next generation.  The past of the 
traumatized parent becomes the present of the offspring, leading to a rift in the relationship between them.  
Three examples illustrate how the rift which develops may be treated. 
 
Moderator:  Johanna Cuevas (CA) 

 
Power, Perversion and Social Trauma 
Room:  Cook 
 

The Permanence of Pain in Social Trauma 
Presenter:  Ruth Lijtmaer, Ph.D. (NJ)  
When social repression, racism, or genocide occurs, it creates trauma.This workshop will use Gerson’s 
(2009) concept of the “dead third” as the loss of the “live third,” upon whom the individual had previously 
relied. If what is lost is belief in an empathic world, and what is found instead is the reality of an indifferent 
or punitive one, can this experience be processed? Clinical and personal examples will be provided. 
 
"Sado-Masochism Revisited: From couch to culture" 
Presenter:  Seymour E. Coopersmith (NY)  
A look at Sado-Masochism as a manifestation of psychoanalytic theory considering  sadomasochism 
before Freud, as Freudian theory and as its effect on culture.  In terms of cultural influence, particular 
emphasis will be placed on sadism as it seen in culture in the form of torture.  Sadism has been expressed 
in a paper published in the Psychoanalytic Review in 2005 by Lucia Villela, “The Chalice of Silence and the 
Case That Refuses to go Away”.  Extrapolating From Couch to Culture, torture has become a political way 
of life. 

  



 
 
The Death of Love in Child Sex-Tourism: Hatred, desire and deceit 
Presenter:  Karen L. Morris (NY)  
Child sex-tourism is the world's fastest growing industry. Transmission of intergenerational trauma is 
discussed through new insight into the Oedipus myth along with analysis of DOJ data on child sex-
traffickers and the use of language to deceive and deny, akin to family systems where incest is unreported. 
 
Moderator:  Tom Archbald (CA) 

 
Gender, Sexuality, and Psychoanalysis Committee:  Multiplicities of Sexuality 
Room:  Ballroom E 
 
Variant Sexualities and their Implications for Cognition: A Freudian synthesis 
Presenter:  Santha Kumari (India) 
Freud emphasized the significance of non-heterosexual modes in the building of civilization. Present 
discussion attempts to draw from the psychobiological findings on the implications of alternate sexualities 
for higher forms of thought. The mechanisms that yield higher forms of cognition are those which subserve 
richness in eroticism, its variants and forms. 
 

The Art of Transitioning 
Presenter:  Dr. Oren Gozlan, ABPP (Canada) 
The paper draws upon art objects (e.g. Anish Kapoor’s “Memory” installation) as a way to offer new 
learning dispositions to address the question of transsexuality. I will use art as a signifier with which to think 
about gender and will consider transsexuality as a concept that places intermediacy at the heart of learning 
and psychic transformation. 
 
Moderator:  Oren Gozlan (Canada) 

 
 

The Poetry of Transience 
Room:  Whitpen 
 
Poetic Interlude: Ear Training – Listening To Our Silent Center 
Presenter:  Gerald J. Gargiulo, Ph.D. (CT)  
Analysts listen to patient’s joy & grief, hopes & sorrows. Along with clinical models, one has to listen to 
what has no expression as yet. Poetry is an avenue to the silent core from which we grow. This 
presentation will select poems, by psychoanalysts, to exemplify not only condensation but also to 
familiarize the participants “ear” to what is hidden, yet manifest. 
 
Transience and Permanence: Life and Death:  A study in poetry and song 
Presenter:  Les Von Losberg (NY)  
An awareness of transience and permanence comes to each of us differently.  My awareness is rooted in 
experience and memory predating the first death I encountered.  In poetry, song and artwork over 45 years 
I have sought the meaning in the passing moment, my life and my death. 
 

  



 
Identity in the Poetry of Fernando Pessoa 
Presenter:  António Francisco Mendes Pedro (Portugal) 
Fernando Pessoa travels within heteronyms.  
"I'm nothing  
I'll never be anything    
I cannot want anything else but nothing  
Apart from that I have in me all the dreams of the world".  
We don’t pretend to psychoanalyze Fernando Pessoa, but enter into a relationship with Pessoa and his 
poetry. 
 
Moderator:  Merle Molofsky (NY) 

 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Mandala Sand Painting 
 Room:  Flower 
 Artist:  The Venerable Losang Samten 
 
Saturday, 10:30 – 10:40 a.m. - Break 
 
Saturday, 10:40 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Plenary Session 
 

The Author of Myself: A Conversation 
Room:  Ballroom E 

 
False Self, True Self, Red Self, Blue Self: graphic adventures in ego development 
Presenter: Distinguished Educator, Alison Bechdel (VT) 
Creating a reflection of myself in a culture that did not seem to see me, or people like me, began in my 
comic strip “Dykes to Watch Out For,” and, as I’ll explain, continued through my midlife career shift to 
writing about my own family –– in my memoir Fun Home and in Are You My Mother?  I’ll do a reading 
about a pivotal moment in my own therapy, talk about my research process, explain my interest in 
Winnicott and talk about conveying what goes on in therapy in a way that makes sense to readers. 
 
A Narrative of her Own: Alison Bechdel’s autographics 
Presenter:  Vera J. Camden, Ph.D. (OH)  
Alison Bechdel’s “archive fever” impels her to uncover her parents’ histories while searching out her self: 
she pours over, peels through, and re-inscribes the domestic papers and diaries of her family archive. 
Through these transient, haunting documents, Bechdel renders an artistic permanence through copying 
handwriting, re-staging photographs, excerpting literary passages, and hand-drawing graphic illustration. 
The “Family Tragiccomic,” --Fun Home, and the “Comic Drama,” Are You My Mother?  uncover and 
inscribe her place in and through literature. 
 
Bi: A psychoanalytic love story 
Presenter:  Rachel Newcombe, LICSW (WA)  
This is a story about love, desire, and the transient quality of sexual identities.  The construction of sexual 
identity is a social-political-biological-psychological process. I am interested in navigating a not-yet- 
theorized psychoanalytic sexual theory that includes first-person narratives about the messy, irreverent 
nature of desire. 
 
Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg (PA) 



 
Saturday, 12:10 - 2:10 p.m. - Lunch 
 
Saturday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels/Presenations 
 

Dimensions of Psychospiritual Integration 
Room:  Reynolds 
 

On Transcending Self-boundaries and the Awareness of Time: a Darwinian neuro-
psychoanalytic view of spiritual experience 
Presenter:  Harry R. Brickman, M.D., Ph.D. (CA)  
This essay builds on the impact of life within a cellular envelope that is common to all living organisms, and 
the awareness of passage of time that appears to be confined to humans. It postulates a desperate 
universal yearning to escape the inevitable separation anxiety that historicity and the threat of solipsism 
portend, and argues that the illusion of a separate enduring self is a major motivation for spirituality. 
 

Exploring New Frontiers in Psycho-Spiritual Integration  
Presenter:  Patricia Gianotti, Psy.D. (NH)  
There is a spiritual hunger that many of our patients quietly harbor, a hunger not adequately addressed 
within the current scope of psychodynamic practice.  In our increasingly secularized world, many find 
traditional religious paradigms lacking.  This presentation explores new methods of engaging in psycho-
spiritual dialogue in individual and group treatment. 
 

Psychoanalysis as Psychedelic: Psychedelics as Psychoanalysis? 
Presenter:  Leonard Bearne, Psy.D. (CA) 
The word “psychedelic” which means to” make the mind visible ”, has, since the late 1960’s, a connotation 
of hallucinations, partying and illegality. Yet early in that decade the class of drugs called psychedelic were 
legal and one of the most promising areas of clinical research. This presentation will explore the current  
(legal) research now being undertaken and its relevance for contemporary psychoanalysis. 
 
Moderator:  Jay Swanson (NY) 

 
Interspace:  Relational and meditative 
Room:  Cook 
 

Meditative Psychoanalysis 
Presenter:  Jeffrey B. Rubin, Ph.D. (NY)  
Meditative  Psychoanalysis, my integration of the psychoanalytic and eastern meditative traditions, has 
three elements: cultivating heightened attentiveness and stereophonic listening; decoding the meaning of 
what arises using psychoanalytic understandings of symbolic and unconscious communication; and 
liberated intimacy, using the therapeutic relationship—conceived of in a more emotionally attuned, self-
reflective, and creative way—as the vehicle for validating the person’s experience and providing 
opportunities for new forms of relatedness and self-care. 

  



 
Relational Interspace: Intersubjectivity meets the Tibetan Book of the Dead 
Presenter:  Farrell Silverberg (PA)  
This presentation aims to foster a creative dialogue about the “relational interspace,” new ways of looking 
at intersubjectivity and at subjectivity itself––in the consulting room, in love and in loss––while blending in 
the historical/personal unconscious psychodynamics with the “in-between” planes of ancient philosophies 
into a new conceptual synthesis. 
 

Discussant: The Venerable Losang Samten (PA) 
Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg (PA) 

 
Analytic Hour, Time Experiences, and Their Neurobiological Vicissitudes 
Room:  Ballroom E 
 
Presenters:  Victoria  Grinman, LCSW (NY), Esther Heitner, LCSW-R (NY), Natalie Riccio, Ph.D. 
(NY),  Inna Rozentsvit, M.D., Ph.D. (NY),  
This panel will study ‘time issues’ expressed in various therapeutic settings, analytic or not. It will explore 
also neurobiological mechanisms of time perception, "normal"/traditional and "pathological" (e.g., déjà vu 
experience), as well as the phenomenon of innate duality of time, which represents transience and 
permanence at once. 
 
Moderator:  Inna Rozentsvit (NY) 

 
Bullying and the Impermanent Nature of Diagnosis 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Howard H. Covitz, Ph.D., ABPP, NCPsyA (PA)  
Freud, at the very end of the Rat Man Case argued that his patient arrived just in time, before his illness 
cannibalized his healthy personality. Recent research places the potential for violence in the seriously 
mental ill at 1%, no higher than it is in the general population. The Belgian Film, Ben X and other  cinematic 
characterizations of Asperger’s, will be examined in light of the diagnosis of mental illness’s part in recent 
mass killings: Columbine to Newtown and Boston. 
 
Moderator:  Howard Covitz (PA) 

 
Saturday, 3:40 – 3:50 p.m. - Break 
 
Saturday, 3:50 - 4:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Transience, the American Dream, and Social Melancholia 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  George Bermudez, Ph.D. (CA)  
The presentation will propose that "Social Dreaming" reveals a "social melancholia" generated by the 
perceived transience and impermanence of the American Dream. Three "Social Dreaming" experiential 
events (focused on American Xenophobia: Economic and Environmental Justice: and Whiteness) will be 
summarized and discussed. The implications for a "community psychoanalysis" will be explored. 
 
Moderator:  Tina Griffin (CA) 

 



 
Time Experienced as an Internal Object, Persecutory vs. Holding: Facing One's 
Mortality and Themes of Immortality Within Mortality (Experiential Workshop) 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Susan Kavaler-Adler, Ph.D., ABPP, NPsyA, D.Litt (NY)  
Participants of this workshop will be introduced to a group experience of psychic visualization and to 
sharing their internal monologues pertaining to time. In this the way the internal world can modify the 
psychological experience of time, and actually engender a flow of expansive psychic space within the 
constricting perimeters of time. 
 
Moderator:  Jay Swanson (NY) 

 
Creative Endings and Beginnings: 
Art therapy, psychoanalysis & "termination" process 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenter:  Bonnie Hirschhorn,LP, NCPsyA, LCSW, LCAT, ATR-BC (NY)  
This slide/film presentation focuses on a termination process with an eating disordered trauma patient in 
which art therapy and psychoanalysis helped the patient to process visual imagery created during 
treatment. The patient’s artwork demonstrates the artistry of integrating analytic verbal and creative non-
verbal interventions, illustrating imagery as self-object representations. 
 
Moderator:  Risa Mandell (PA) 

 
The Joys and Travails of Psychoanalytic Translation 
Room:  Whitpen  
Presenter:  Distinguished Educator, Peter T. Hoffer, Ph.D. (PA) 
All translations entail a compromise on the part of the translator between the desire to retain the literal 
meaning of the original and the necessity of rendering it accessible to the reader in a form that is both 
faithful to the one and comprehensible to the other. In this presentation I will illustrate this principle by 
describing the unique problems that I have encountered as a translator of historically significant 
psychoanalytic texts and sharing the satisfactions that I have gained in attempting to solve them. 
 
Moderator:  Billy Brennan (RI) 

 
Saturday, 4:30 – 4:40 p.m. - Break 
 
Saturday, 4:40 - 5:20 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presenations 

 
It's All About the Pronouns:  Wading through confusion in a transgendered world 
Room:  Reynolds 
Presenter:  Paula Shatsky (CA)  
This paper recounts an incident of accidental revelation which highlighted my previously, unbeknownst to 
me,  disorganized confusion regarding transgendered identity. Through the personal narrative, I will share 
my confusion, wonderment, and mystification about how we determine for ourselves the gender identity of 
"the other" and how that perception imparts our work, and our lives. 
 
Moderator:  Rachel Newcombe (WA) 

  



 
 

Internal Strife in Psychoanalysis and the Eternal Clash of Sexual Personae  
(Pre-Distributed Paper Presentation) 
Room:  Cook 
Presenter:  Garth Amundson, Psy.D. (IL)  
Currently, fierce debates are occurring between proponents and critics of the “postmodern” turn in 
psychoanalysis.  The work of cultural critic Camille Paglia is used to analyze this ideological clash as an 
example of an archetypal “war of the sexes”:  viewed through a Paglian lens, postmodernism is an impishly 
boundary-breaking influx of feminine energy into the hyper-masculinized bulwark of Freudian thought.  This 
is a “pre-distributed” paper session.  Conference time will consist of discussion only.  Contact Dr. 
Amundson by e-mail for an advance copy of this paper: aandspsych@comcast.net  or call 708-930-1833, 
ext. 1, for a hard copy, sent by ground mail. 
 
Moderator:  Garth Amundson, Psy.D. (IL) 
 
Mad Women: The essential link between dysregulation, regulation and creativity 
Room:  Ballroom E 
Presenters:  Elaine Bridge, Psy.D. (CA), Susan Thau, Ph.D. (CA) 
In any dyadic relationship, certain elements must be present in order to achieve the developmental step of 
creativity. In our dialogue, we are considering the link between co-regulation and the creative process. We 
will explore through our own mutual process how flexibility and innovative responses enliven our capacities 
to create. 
 
Moderator:  Leslie Maxson (CA) 
 
Art: From transcendent immortality to transient flash 
Room:  Whitpen 
Presenter:  Rochelle G. K. Kainer, Ph.D. (DC)  
In “Art and Artist”, Otto Rank identified our longing for immortality to be as basic as Freud’s instincts of sex 
and aggression.  Museums testify to this. The recent emergence of “Flash Art” seems to run counter to his 
precept, and Its meaning will be explored in light of today’s world. 
 
Moderator:  Sara Lavner (NY) 

 
Saturday, 5:30 – 5:45 p.m. - Break 
  



 

 

Saturday, 5:45 – 7:15 p.m. 

2013 Hans W. Loewald Award Address: 

Arnold D. Richards, M.D.  

Psychoanalysis of the Left and Far Left 

Bromley-Clayroole Room 

Moderators:  Samoan Barish and Douglas F. Maxwell 

 

 
Saturday, 7:15 – 8:00 p.m.:  Mandala dismantling ceremony with the Venerable Losang 
Samten – Flower Room 
 

 

Saturday, 8:00 p.m. 

Awards Dinner: 

Presentation of Hans W. Loewald Memorial Award  

and  

Distinguished Psychoanalytic Educator Awards 

Must be pre-registered to attend. 

Please bring your dinner/entrée ticket. 

Hamilton Room 

 

 
10:00 p.m. on, following the Awards Dinner:  After Words:  Conference Epilogue and 
Dialogue 
Location: TBD 
 


