
Please note:  this document is a draft, and will be formatted to fit your conference program booklet. 
 

The Panel listings contain the presenters and their presentation summaries.  
This listing does not dictate the order of the presenters.  

The order of the presenters will be determined by the panelists and their moderator. 
 

Conference Schedule 
 

Thursday, November 6th 
 
Thursday, Noon – 6:00 p.m. – Registration – Garden Level – Imperial Foyer 
 
Thursday, 1:00 - 1:15 p.m. – Welcome – Imperial A 
 
Thursday, 1:15 - 2:50 p.m. – Two Half-Plenaries 
 

An Autobiographical Dialogue on necessary fictions: moderators invite those present to 
work psychoanalytically and mutually to reflect on our fabrications of mind 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenters:  Participatory dialogue 
This Autobiographical Dialogue will build upon last year’s plenary encounter with the conference theme, as a mutual 
psychoanalytic working-with among the audience as a way of exploring and enriching our understanding of what we 
say and hear. Instead of prepared presentations, 5 minute-long autobiographical reflections on fabrications of mind 
will be invited voluntarily and spontaneously from participants. 
 
Moderators:  Judith E. Vida (CA) & Gershon J. Molad (Israel) 

 
A Novel Idea: 
Writers Creating Psychoanalysts, Psychoanalysts Becoming Writers 
Room:  Osaka 
Two authors, Rikki Ducornet, Netsuke, and Anne Germanacos, Tribute, discuss their interests in 
psychoanalysis, their transferences to psychoanalysis and why writers and psychoanalysts often make a 
perfect creative dyad. Both authors will read excerpts from their books. 

Netsuke, a novel; Dark Knowledge and the Creative Imagination 
Presenter:  Rikki Ducornet (WA)  
Netsuke is a novel narrated from the point of view of a psychoanalyst who, at the book's beginning, is quickly falling 
into madness.Brilliant but fractured and confused, he finds myriad ways to justify the betrayal of his own moral vision. 
A reading from the novel will be followed by conversation. 
 

Voice: discrete? Invented. 
Presenter:  Anne Germanacos (CA) 
What happens when a patient’s writing becomes an additional voice in the psychoanalytic relationship and eventually 
makes its way into the public?   
Are there ethical considerations when the work’s method is exposure and revelation or do aesthetic considerations 
suffice?  
Passages from the book, TRIBUTE, will be read. 
 
Moderators:  Christina Griffin (CA) & Rachel Newcombe (WA) 
  



 
Thursday, 2:50 - 3:10 p.m. - Break 
 

Thursday, 3:10 - 3:50 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 
Ecstatic Temporality on the Golden Gate Bridge 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Penelope Starr-Karlin, Psy.D., MFT (CA)  
Recounting a personal transcendent moment on the Golden Gate Bridge as a metaphor and waking dream, I offer 
reflections on temporality, selfhood, embodiedness, and contact with awe.  I show that every analytic session is a 
golden gate bridge, spanning time and offering new possibilities of coming-into-Being.  These reflections set the 
scene for audience participation and discussion. 
 
Moderator:  Samoan Barish (CA) 

 
When Mother Superior met mother inferior: Grandiosity, self loathing and secrets in the 
treatment dyad 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  E. Kerry Bramhall, LICSW (WA)  
When the mythology of “only-mother-knows-best” enters the relational field with the therapist’s own internalized 
shame of being the child-less woman, can the patient and therapist together transcend the fiction that the only way to 
know about mothering is to have a child? 
 

Moderator:  Erica Hill (FL) 
 

Another Fragment: An analysis of a post-modern case of hysterie a deux 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  River Malcolm (WA)  
If Professor Freud came back to analyze a modern woman, how would his work be changed? In the mid-1990s I 
participated in daily analysis with the spirit of Professor Freud. In 2014, we agreed to write a collaborative case 
history, and to present preparatory stages at the “necessary fictions: conference.” 
 
Moderator:  Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA) 
 
A Paranoid Perspective on Relational Psychoanalysis 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  João Pedro Dias (Portugal) 
My name is Richard and I have been Dr. Joao’s patient in the last nine years. Upon hearing that he was coming to 
IFPE to tell the story of my analysis and because he is not to be fully trusted, I’ve come along to tell you the true 
story. Besides from exposing his moderate incompetence, I will posit that the so-called analytic “relationship” is not 
an actual relationship. Please be advised: paranoia is a contagious condition. 
 

Moderator:  Richard Raubolt (MI) 
 
 
Thursday, 3:50 – 4:00 p.m. - Break 
 
  



Thursday, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

The Trauma of Power and Shame 
Room:  Garden A 

 
Power Abuse, Shame, Contrition: Is reconciliation and/or forgiveness possible? 
Presenter:  Tom Archbald, M.A., MFT (CA)  
Can the pain we cause others be felt, examined, expressed in ways that allow for reconciliation and forgiveness?  
Can one’s shame be experienced and expressed in a way that encourages contrition in our personal and clinical 
relationships?  Is it possible personal, individual efforts towards forgiveness could have a bearing on reconciliation in 
the world at large? 
 
There is a Monster Living Under My Bed and More Necessary Fictions 
Presenter:  Peggy DuBois (CA)  
This paper is a phenomenological or first person account of a seven year old girl revealing her thoughts and feelings 
following the witnessing of her baby sister being raped by her so-called dad. Warning: this is a severely painful 
account and highly evocative for my listeners. I will be dwelling in darkness and the extreme range of human trauma. 
 
Sex, Lies, and Survival:  Repairing attachment trauma by any means necessary 
Presenter:  Jessica Levith, M.A. (CA)  
Sex and Love Addiction… It’s often based in attachment trauma. My interactive presentation of neurobiology and 
attachment research, clinical experience and my personal struggle with sex and love addiction will provide a space 
for open contemplation and discussion of what lies beneath so many other mental health issues. 

 
Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg (PA) 

 
 

Insights from Literature I 
Room:  Spring A 
 
Reading Elena Ferrante through the Ogdens’ Lens 
Presenters:  E. Peabody Bradford, Ph.D. (CA), Luca Di Donna, Ph.D. (CA) 
Following the conceptual approach articulated by Thomas and Benjamin Ogden in The Analyst’s Ear and the Critic’s 
Eye, which eschews technical terms and psychoanalyzing the author and characters of fictional works, the authors 
explore (in Italian and in the English translation) a loose trilogy by Elena Ferrante on maternal identification. 
 

Her Letters Were My Only Refuge; The Dangers of a Totalizing Fantasy 
Presenter:  Izaak Hecht, Bard College, Senior (CA)  
This presentation is an examination of Andre Gide's novella Strait is the Gate through the lens of Lacanian 
psychoanalysis, examining the role of fantasy in the novel and the traps that the narrator, Jerome, falls into in trying 
to create a totalized, absolute fantasy. 
 
 

  



Something revolting deceitfully smuggled in: The question of forgetting, memory concealment, 
and violent reading in Nathalie Sarraute’s Childhood 
Presenter:  David Lewkowich, Ph.D. (Canada) 
With reference to Nathalie Sarraute’s Childhood, this paper explores the violent frustrations of premature experience 
in childhood autobiography, the notion that memories of childhood are themselves distorted by a variety of competing 
psychic interests, and the question of how the concealments and disintegrations of forgetting can be represented in 
literature. 

 

Moderator:  Merle Molofsky (NY) 
 
 

Stories of Omnipotence: Fictive identities and phantasies 
Room:  Osaka 
 
Responding to the demand for words: Exploring omnipotence in adult/child relations 
Presenter:  Lucy Angus (Canada) 
I explore the child’s encounter with words found in emotional oscillations of adult/child relations and through 
demands of the child’s omnipotence. In Mantel’s (2003), Learning to Talk, difficulties of being treated like a child 
leave room to explore words between adults and children as expressing vicissitudes of the child’s omnipotence. 
 
Why Not Rather Untruth?: On writing fictive identities and the practice of writing aloud 
Presenter:  Noel Glover (Canada) 
This paper asks what the status of truth within psychoanalysis might offer education as a means of thinking some of 
the fundamental emotional conflicts that arise in and within ethical and epistemological encounters in pedagogical 
relations, encounters with the otherness of other understandings. 
 
It is not like what you know: Life stories on the exceptional states of the adolescent 
Presenter:  Aziz Guzel, (Canada) 
My paper elaborates on some conflicts of the adult-adolescent relationship through an analysis of contradictions in 
responding to the adolescent through the writing on adolescent ideality. I will juxtapose ideas found in the aftermath 
of breakdowns in educatıon and memoirs on breakdown narrated by adolescents. 
 
Moderator:  Agnieszka Gozlan (Canada) 

 
 

Relating to Fantasy Objects 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
The writer within: Memory, fantasy and desire in the reader/writer relationship and the analytic 
dyad 
Presenter:  Joseph S. Reynoso, Ph.D. (NY) 
This presentation on Pico Iyer’s The man inside my head explores the complicated relationship between writer and 
reader.  The presenter will outline the “celebrity object” functions Iyer’s life-long fantasied relationship with the 
novelist Graham Greene and his fiction may have served.  Clinical vignettes will illustrate parallels to the analytic 
dyad. 
 
Shirley Temple Stories That Never Grow Old: A further peeling of the onion/me: (Part Two: ‘It’s All 
About the Pronouns”) 
Presenter:  Paula Shatsky, ATR-BC, MFT (CA) 
This paper is a continuing dialogue which evolved from audience response to a previously presented paper, with 
respect to how initial, external perceptions about identity, impart our work and lives. Part Two deals with the 



conscious and unconscious defenses necessary for psychic survival, when body incongruence is fate. Survival 
mechanisms such as splitting, adaptation, incorporation, and self- delusion, within the context of " a culture of 
artifice", will be explored, (as a means to survive the persistent trauma of body dysmorphia.) 

Narration of a mother: When fantasy replaces reality 
Presenter:  Amira Simha-Alpern, Ph.D. (NY)  
There is a universal need to create an internal coherent narration of a nurturing maternal imago. In cases of maternal 
loss and deprivation internal narration is often colored by a need and gaps in “reality” are often filled with wish 
fulfillment fantasies of a benign and caring maternal figure. 
 
Moderator:  Sara Lavner (NY) 

 
Thursday, 5:30 - 5:40 p.m. - Break 
 
Thursday, 5:40 - 6:20 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 

 
Is Memoir Writing Truthful? 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Thomas B. Kirsch, M.D. (CA), 2014 Distinguished Educator 
I have just about finished a 100,000 word memoir, and the question is how truthful am I in describing events and 
people? 
 
Moderator:  Judith E. Vida (CA) 
 
From “I am a Camera” to “That Christopher is Dead”:  Isherwood as distant witness of war 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  Rebecca Chenoweth, M.A. (English Literature) (CA) 
How do writers who lived through World War II, but did not witness combat or the Holocaust, care for their country 
and the narratives of others while facing the limits of their own perspective?  This presentation examines Christopher 
Isherwood’s semi-fictional memoirs alongside the psychoanalyst’s role as a subjective, respectful speaker. 
 

Moderator:  Joel Miller (CA) 
 
The Patient Writes Back: Psychoanalysis from the other side of the couch 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  Nina Schnall, M.A., M.F.A. (CA) 
Psychoanalysis has been long intertwined with literary works yet Freud’s ambition was to create a field legitimated by 
science not literature. The distinction between psychoanalysis and literature has marginalized writing from the 
patient’s point of view. This presentation examines written accounts of the journey through psychoanalysis from the 
other side of the couch and argues that they offer unique and powerful contributions to the field. 
 
Moderator:  Robin Cohen (CA) 
 
The Last Public Psychoanalyst?: Why Fromm matters to the 21st century 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  Ilene Philipson, Ph.D., Ph.D. (CA) 
Second only to Freud, Erich Fromm remains the most widely read psychoanalyst in history. This paper argues that 
Fromm’s career can serve as a model for analysts’ participation in the public sphere of the 21st century, in a world 
increasingly enveloped in fear, profound uncertainty, and a loss of meaning. 
 

Moderator:  Sally Bjorklund (WA) 
  



Thursday, 6:20 - 6:30 p.m. - Break 
 
 
Thursday, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Membership Meeting, President's Remarks, and Town Hall  
Room:  Imperial A  (All are welcome. There will be a vote by the membership on IFPE issues.) 
 
 
Thursday, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. - Reception: No-Host Cocktails and Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres - 
Room:  Imperial Foyer – Garden Level   (All attendees and guests must wear their nametags). 

  



Friday, November 7th 
 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Registration – Garden Level – Imperial Foyer 
 
Friday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

Transformation Through Poetry 
Room:  Garden A 

 
The General The Major and Me 
Presenter:  Janice Ehrlich, Psy.D, LCSW, BCD (CA)  
I noticed disruptions in my sessions.  I was dissociating. I became depressed.  What emerged was that I had been 
running away from my own unbearable pain being triggered in the sessions.  With the help of my poetry, this paper 
reflects on my wanderings in and out of the therapy room. 
 
Poetic Meditation on the Contours of Absence:  Psychoanalytic woolgathering and getting a grip 
on our human spirit 
Presenter:  Leslie Maxson, Ph.D. (CA)  
As a psychoanalyst/poet I am interested in finding pockets of experience that can’t be approached directly because 
they have been forgotten or lost. Writing into these pockets this presentation will focus on Patti Smith’s concept of 
Woolgathering, and Anne Carson’s Glass Essay.  These exciting poets both use their writing to transform and enrich 
their inner life by capturing and reclaiming bits that have been lost. 
 
Poetry As Healing: My nescessary fiction for a grieving year 
Presenter:  Janet Sullivan, M.A., LCAT, LP (NY)  
This presentation explores  “Necessary Fictions” as a conceit utilized by this author to deal with grief.   Through 
poetry writing during a grieving year, I experienced  greater autonomy, bypassing a view of grief as illness employing 
metaphor, paradox and symbolism. Psychoanalytic models are also discussed.  The poetry will be shared. 
 
Moderator:  Tom Archbald (CA) 

 
 

Mentalization and Narration: Fictive tales from literature and everyday life 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenters:  Aranye Fradenburg, Ph.D. (CA), J. Mark Thompson, M.D. (CA), Richard Tuch, M.D. (CA) 
Literary works and tales from everyday life rely heavily on mentalization and on paralinguistic methods of telling that 
bring to life believable characterizations of real and imagined individuals. Example from literature (Dickens and 
Lively) as well as from everyday life, which result in serious sorts of misunderstandings, will be considered. 
 
Moderator:  Samoan Barish (CA) 

 
  



Insights from Literature II 
Room:  Osaka 
 
The Sounds of Silence: Displacement, trauma and the resonance of the unspoken – two literary 
examples 
Panel:  Presenter:  Cheryl Goldstein, Ph.D. (CA) 
How does one represent trauma, an experience that simultaneously intrudes upon and eludes consciousness?  
In A. B. Yehoshua’s Mr. Mani and Elias Khoury’s Gate of the Sun characters struggle with traumatic experiences of 
displacement as we grapple with and discover meaning by navigating the space of literary silence. 
 
Changing Individual Patterns: The unique contributions of Literature, Poetry, and Film to the 
Clinical Situation 
Presenter:  Jeffrey L. Trop, M.D. (CA) 
This presentation will take the conference title in a concrete manner. I will explore the contribution of fictional 
literature and other literary and film sources to the practice of psychoanalysis. These sources offer unique narratives 
and metaphors with wide applicability to the formation of new and enhanced pattern formation in the clinical situation. 
 
One Buried Thing for Another: Transcendence and madness in The Fly-Truffler  by Gustav Sobin 
Presenter:  Sara L. Weber, Ph.D. (NY)  
The rewards and dangers of transcendent love are manifest in Gustav Sobin’s novel, The Fly-Truffler. The 
protagonist lets the unknown and unknowable infuse him, falls in love, falls into the unfathomable joy of 
transcendence.  Rather than experience loss,  he goes mad, intoxicated by the transcendent. 
 
Moderator:  Elaine Bridge (CA) 

 
 

Apparitions, Ghosts and Trauma: Lingering untold stories 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
Unlinking the Ghost 
Presenter:  Molly S. Castelloe, Ph.D. (NY) 
As a young resident in America, Vamik Volkan turned on the television and saw Greek terrorists shooting at his 
family. He thought this was a hallucination of “survivor guilt” until the next day when he viewed the same scene on 
NBC. How did this experience inspire a lifetime’s work on the phantasms of group trauma? 
 
The ghosts of the past are remaining with me 
Presenter:  Ruth Lijtmaer, Ph.D. (NJ)  
This presentation will look at the conflict that occurs when unspoken events and memories of one generation haunt 
the next one.  It is my contention that the second generation survivors of trauma can be deeply affected by 
something that did not directly happen to them. Utilizing my own personal narrative I will examine how being the 
daughter of a woman who escaped the Holocaust, affected my development and later my work with patients. 
 
Psychic aphasia: The unspeakable language of trauma 
Presenter:  Richard Raubolt, Ph.D., NCPsyA (MI) 
The language of incomprehensible and intergenerational trauma is haunted in tenor. It appears in absences, vacated 
of emotion and marked by cold detachment. The therapeutic work with these unknown, ghostly traumas is delicate 
and entails the intricate assembly of memories through available traces, fragments, images and intersubjective 
experiences of the analyst/patient.This presentation will focus on the therapy of an adopted young woman of Korean 
decent who, exemplifying this elusive form of trauma, spoke the language of the living dead. 
 
Moderator:  Richard Raubolt (MI) 



 

Friday, 10:30 - 10:40 a.m. - Break 

 
Friday, 10:40 - 11:20 a.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

The Dignity of Belief: On trans identification in the analytic scene 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Gayle Salamon, Ph.D. (NJ), 2014 Distinguished Educator 
Psychoanalysis is often eager teach us about trans issues. In what ways can trans thinking, writing, and living offer 
insights to psychoanalysis in turn? This paper offers a trans revision of the Freudian theory of penis envy to suggest 
that our ways of understanding body, gender and relation might be given new life by attending to the 
phenomenological experience of transfolk. 
  
Moderator:  Oren Gozlan (Canada) 

 
Reaching the Worst in Psychoanalysis and the Performance of the Delusional 
Transference 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  James Stoeri, Ph.D. (NY)  
This paper describes Winnicott’s idea of the patient’s performance of a delusional transference as a “necessary 
fiction” created by the patient. Necessary, because it is the means through which the patient reaches the worst in the 
transference. Fiction, because all good aspects of the analysis are dissociated. 
 

Moderator:  Phillip Bennett (PA) 
 

Finding the Story in Fiction and Psychoanalysis 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  Ellen Luborsky, Dr. (NY)  
This talk will explore the place where fiction and psychoanalysis converge. Through examples from fiction and 
treatment, we will find the common process in the journey toward voice and meaning. That convergence will be 
explored through an in session writing exercise in finding our own stories. 
 
Moderator:  João Pedro Dias (Portugal) 
 
Many Bridges to Cross 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  Mildred Antonelli, Ph.D. (NY)  
Intergenerational transmission of trauma usually results in a rift between the traumatized parent and the offspring 
receiving the transmitted trauma.  This paper will describe the not so usual mending of the rift between the daughters 
of a traumatized Vietnam veteran and her father and a German psychoanalyst and her father who had served in the 
army of the Third Reich. 
 

Moderator:  Johanna Cuevas (CA) 
 
 
Friday, 11:20 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. - Break 
 
  



Friday, 11:30 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Fiction as transformational container: A graphic detective story 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Virginia Rachmani, MA-Psych, LCSW (NY) 
I demonstrate how psychoanalysis with a graphic detective story writer and illustrator transforms her destructive 
aggression and improves her relationships. Seen through the lens of relational and neo-Bionian theories, an “alter 
ego” protagonist provides the sole container for this hostility until our co-created analytic field can better serve this 
function. 
 
Moderator:  Farrell Silverberg (PA) 
 
The Post-Traumatic Dyad: A psychoanalytic discussion of Agota Kristof’s The Notebook 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  Dr. Dana Amir (Israel) 
The proposed paper is dedicated to a discussion of the special syntax that characterizes what I call a "post-traumatic 
dyad", and of the attack this kind of dyad constitutes on the capacity to bear witness to trauma. A psychoanalytic 
close reading of The Notebook by Agota Kristof will be presented. 
 
Moderator:  João Pedro Dias (Portugal) 

 
Tell it Slant 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  Susan Flynn, Ph.D. (CA) 
This paper, Tell it Slant, discusses novels, poetry, clinical and literary short stories, and memoir, as various ways to 
tell one’s personal “necessary fiction” about psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic truth. Diane Ackerman’s ORIGAMI 
BRIDGES,  Salley Vickers THE OTHER SIDE OF YOU, Stephen Grosz’s  THE EXAMINED LIFE, Elyn Sak’s memoir 
THE CENTER CANNOT HOLD: MY JOURNEY THROUGH MADNESS, and the short stories of Juia Kristeva and 
Amy Bloom will be discussed. 
 
Moderator:  Elisabeth Crim (CA) 
 
Playing Language Games with the Karenins and the Bovarys: The shift from monologue to 
dialogue in couples-therapy through the lens of literary lovers 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  Irit  Kleiner-Paz, M.A. Clinical Psychology, 5th year Ph.D. student (Israel) 
Bakhtin's theory of monologue and dialogue is offered as a conceptual frame for the basic therapeutic shift in 
marriage relationships. Literary couples and lovers offer a deep understanding of monologue and dialogue, 
together/along with other communication 'genres'. The philosophical idea of 'language games' (Wittgenstein) is used 
to combine psychoanalytic and systemic-narrative schools of couple therapy into a two-dimensional dialogic 
perspective. 
 
Moderator:  Jeffrey Rubin (NY) 

 
 
Friday, 12:10 - 2:10 p.m. - Lunch 
 
  



Friday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

Relating to the Occult 
Room:  Garden A 
 
Open Secrets, Hidden Gnosis: Telepathy, unconscious communication and the sacralization of 
psychoanalysis 
Presenter:  Marsha Aileen Hewitt, Ph.D. (Canada) 
The phenomenon of unconscious communication in contemporary psychoanalysis most closely corresponds to the 
unconscious of the 19th century psychological occult sciences, and not the Freudian unconscious. The “Subliminal 
Self” represented in the work of F.W.H. Myers and the Society for Psychical Research provides the historical and 
theoretical precedent for contemporary notions of the unconscious in psychoanalytic spirituality as represented by 
James Grotstein. 
 
Psychoanalysis and the Occult: A forgotten history 
Presenter:  Claudie Massicotte, Ph.D. Theory and Criticism (GA)  
This paper explores the complexities of Freud’s investigations of the occult. The author retraces Freud’s reflections 
on the possibility of telepathic communications and demonstrates how they profoundly affected his relationship with 
disciples such as Sándor Ferenczi, Carl Gustav Jung and Ernst Jones. 
 

**Ghosts in the Analysis** (cancelled)  
Presenter: Danna Bodenheimer (PA) 
We will study of the sensation of ghosts and haunted-ness in psychoanalysis. Three cases of patients reeling from acute grief will 
be introduced, along with their respective relationships/perception of contact with the dead. The impact of this ‘contact’ will be 
discussed in terms of triangulation, openness to supernatural forces and the oppressive feelings associated with being haunted. 
 
Moderator:  Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA) 
 
 

Literary and Psychoanalytic Ways of Knowing 
Room:  Spring A 
 
Fictions Working Through Fictions 
Presenter:  Merle Molofsky, MFA, NCPsyA, New York State Licensed Psychoanalyst (NY)  
The creative work of “working through fictions” in my fiction, plays, and poetry, informs the creative work of co-
creating narratives in psychoanalytic process, analyzing unconscious long-standing narratives and the defenses 
created in response to those narratives.  Thus psychoanalytic process identifies “necessary fictions”, turning “ghosts” 
in elaborated fictions into “ancestors”. 
 
Necessary Fictions: Literature and psychoanalysis 
Presenter:  Jeffrey B. Rubin, Ph.D. (NY)  
In this paper I shall explore how a psychoanalytically-informed reading of Shakespeare’s Othello, Flaubert’s Madame 
Bovary, Melville’s Moby Dick, and Proust’s Swann’s Way might illuminate the worlds depicted in each. I will conclude 
by examining what light these works might shed on psychoanalytic theory and practice. 
 
Fact and Fiction and the Creative Process 
Presenter:  Brenda Webster, Ph.D. (CA) 
I will talk about and read from my new novel After Auschwitz: A Love story in which I explore relationships and long 
term love and commitment in the face of aging, dealing with loss. illness, ambivalence, and the prospect of imminent 
death. I will discuss the interplay between fact and fiction. 
 

Moderator:  Douglas F. Maxwell (NY) 



Relating to the Body 
Room:  Osaka 
 
Metabolizing, digesting & other ways we rationalize taking our bodies out of the clinical hour 
Presenter:  Selena Gray, MA, LMHC (WA)  
This presentation will question the necessary fiction that our physical bodies could be amputated from an effective 
treatment. Taking into account the recent neurobiological research, which evidences how our physical body impacts 
our mind, this talk will look at the clinical implications for both therapist and patient in an embodied treatment. 
 
The Silent Body, the Noisy Body, and the Body that Speaks: Repairing cracks in the sensory floor 
Presenter:  Thomas Patrick Helscher, Ph.D., In English Literature, Psy.D. in Psychoanalysis (CA) 
I describe breakdowns in early bodily care as cracks in the sensory floor, and how such cracks appear as 1.) the 
noisy or anxious body and 2.) the body that speaks, through hypochrondriacal or psycho-somatic symptoms, and 
finally, how we can create a language for sensory experiences in the analytic field that  (re)inscribe the subject within 
the symbolic realm. 
 
A Mask of Truth:  How a patient’s ‘disguise’ enabled her to have psychoanalysis 
Presenter:  Jane Kenner, Ph.D., graduate of the Psychoanalytic Institute of Northern California (CA) 
In this paper I explore the belief of my patient Adele that, in order to be in analysis, she had to disguise her beauty. 
Her bulky clothing and added weight were her “masks of truth,” enabling her to look more honestly at her feelings 
about her family and religion. 
 
Moderator:  Jack Wiener (NY) 
 
 
The question of (a) voice: With what voice will I cry my sad fado? 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
Fado is a traditional Portuguese music genre whose lyrics are emotionally rich, often referring to fate, love, longing, 
death, abandonment and helplessness. We analyze the lyrics of fado and link them to a psychoanalytic meaning, 
through the Trauma theory, evoking unique and untranslatable Portuguese words, such as saudade or fado. 
 
The Lisbon Song: the cinematography of saudade (nostalgia) 
Presenter:  Filipa Antunes, (Portugal) 
 
The story of a singer: in the recesses of depression and depressiveness 
Presenter:  Eva Coelho, Clinical Psychologist and Psychotherapist trainee (Portugal) 
 
The question of (a) voice: With what voice will I cry my sad fado? 
Presenter:  Maria do Rosário Dias, Ph.D. (Portugal) 
 
"Trauma and the sublimation of helplessness in Fado" 
Presenter:  Ana Ferreira, (Portugal) 
 

The question of (a) voice: With what voice will I cry my sad fado? 
Presenter:  Richard Raubolt, Ph.D. (MI) 
 
"The Voice of Fado: Voice analysis of a fado singer" 
Presenter:  Nádia Pereira Simões, B.Sc (Portugal) 
 
Moderator:  Maria do Rosário Dias (Portugal) 



Friday, 3:40 - 3:50 p.m. - Break 
 
Friday, 3:50 - 5:00 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Mad Women: The importance of fictions to connectedness  and mourning 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenters:  Elaine Bridge, Psy.D. (CA), Susan Thau, Ph.D. (CA) 
This year’s meeting topic, “Necessary Fictions” has intrigued us as mad women to write about our experience of 
mutuality and engagement. Our conversation will include the exploration of our fictions, and how they affect our 
connection with others as well as how they might facilitate or obstruct the process of mourning. 
 
Moderator:  Edith Boxer (CA) 
 
 
The Truth in Dreams 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenters:  John Beebe (CA) 1999 Distinguished Educator, Meredith Sabini (CA) 
This presentation by two clinicians with a longstanding interest in dream appreciation will explore: the distinction 
between subjective and objective dreams; how to recognize dreams that are psychologically and/or factually 
objective in regard to the dreamer and/or others; various reasons why dreams have dropped out of analytic training 
programs; findings about dreams therapists/analysts and patients have about each other, their truth and fictive 
aspects; the selection and training of healers in indigenous cultures and its dependence upon objective dreams; and 
ways modern analytic training could be enriched via the inclusion of dream training that is empirically rather than 
theoretically grounded. 
 
Moderators:  John Beebe (CA) & Meredith Sabini (CA) 

 
 

Standing in Shadows, Walking in Light – Translating Our Fathers  
Room:  Osaka 
 
This discussion with focus on the father of our childhood(s) – the father of our adulthood(s) – the father that shadows 
and informs our experiences; all of which creates our self-definition and delimits our interactions with others. Oedipal 
resolution is just the first step in a long journey that hopefully ends in a circle. 
 
Broken Fathers/Broken Sons 
Presenter:  Gerald J. Gargiulo, Ph.D. (CT), 2014 Distinguished Educator 
Looking back on what he did not write in his memoir* about his hard working father, Jerry will speak to the gifts he 
has come to  recognize – perhaps more through feeling than through words.  Memoirs are, all to often, fictions. Love 
and grief, injury and resolution inform our being, sidestepping discursive language. Standing on one’s history, as a 
father and grandfather, offers the possiblity of merging grief, anger and love so that paternity becomes an unbroken 
line.  Such an integration shapes our work with patients and our life with others.   
*Broken Fathers/Broken Sons, Rodopi- 2008 
 
Family Curse and Family Blessing: Telling and Retelling the Story of My Father 
Presenter:  Phillip Bennett, Ph.D. (PA)  
Family wounds are handed down over the generations--a kind of curse that casts a long shadow over our lives. 
Unwittingly, we repeat the same painful patterns which we try so hard to avoid. "Fact" and "fiction" both come from 
the root "to shape, to make". In telling stories of our fathers and ourselves psychic growth comes from continuing to 
shape and reshape our narratives. Phillip will reflect on his father's legacy and how blessings have been found in 
suffering, drawing him to the vocation of the wounded healer. 
 
Moderator:  Amira Simha-Alpern (NY) 



 
History of Psychoanalysis Committee: The Regular's Table 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenters:  Christina R. Griffin, M.S.W., Ph.D., Psy.D. (CA),  
Discussant:  Billy Brennan, ThM, MA, LMHC (RI) 
 
A 'regulars table' is a table in a cafe reserved for regular customers. In the early 1900's coffee houses played a 
prominent role in Hungary's cultural revolution. Intellectuals, artists, writers gathered, creating a mileau based in 
reflection and conversation which fostered the growth of psychoanalysis. Sandor Ferenczi and "Ignotus", editor of the 
Nyugat journal, met regularly with key writers and artists . Part One, of "The Regular's Table", imagines those minds 
around that regulars table and tells a personal story from a 'coup de foudre' moment, when reading Ignotus' eulogy 
for Ferenczi, inspired an ongoing experiment among friends today. "The two friends felt that they were living in a 
miraculous and unnamable state of grace." (Sandor Marai, novelist, who sat at the regular's table) 
 
Moderator:  Judith E. Vida (CA) 

 
  



Saturday, November 8th 
 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Registration – Garden Level – Imperial Foyer 
 
Saturday, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

Voice: In the consulting room, in psychological research, and in clinical prose 
Room:  Garden A 
We will learn how voice comes alive for analyst and analysand after an unexpected loss; how voice comes to life in 
the psychological researcher’s engagement with ideas and sources; and how voice, in its various dimensions, is 
heard and created in clinical prose. 
 
“Voice” in the Two Analyses of Mr. X:  Constraint and freedom in analysis 
Presenter:  Carol Levin, M.D. (MI) 
Mr. X and I found ourselves in a complex parallel process after the sudden death of his analyst (my mentor), whose 
classical analytic voice had constrained each of us. My self psychological analytic voice was affirmed as I gave Mr. X 
the freedom to grow in his own way. 
 
A Place at the Table: Discovering one’s voice in psychological research 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Eowyn Nelson, Ph.D. (CA) 
What are the similarities between psychological research and the analytic relationship? An intersubjective field exists 
between researcher and topic that molds process and outcome. Though vulnerability to using dead language 
(Ogden, 1997) is great, research is a continual coconstruction (Knoblauch, 1997), manifesting in the scholar’s fresh 
thinking and distinctive voice. 
 

By teaching me to read, they taught me how to listen.  A Presentation on Voice 
Presenter:  Suzi Naiburg, Ph.D., LICSW (MA) 
How do clinical writers create a voice in the text that is distinctive, resonant, evocative, incantational, audible?  
Bollas, Coltart, Eigen, Grand, Havens, Ogden, B. Pizer, Williams, and I will show you as we listen to what language 
does (Ogden), to voice “as an action” (Ogden). For readers, writers, listeners, psychotherapists. 
 
Moderator:  Suzi Naiburg (MA) 
 
 
Truth: Nietzsche, Plato, Rashomon 
Room:  Spring A 
 
Plato as a Contemporary Psychoanalyst 
Presenter:  Betsy Cohen, LCSW, Ph.D. (CA) 
Psychoanalysis owes an enormous debt to Plato, a seminal literary figure. Freud and Jung both borrowed heavily 
from Plato’s dialogues - Archetypes, Freud’s tripartite structural model, the Socratic dialogue, remembering.  We will 
read lines from Plato’s Phaedrus, to capture the transformative experience of Platonic fictions. 
 
Misinterpreting Kurosawa’s Rashomon: A necessary or unnecessary fiction? 
Presenter:  Barnet D. Malin, M.D. (CA)  
Rashomon is Kurosawa’s movie and a term signifying consideration of multiple viewpoints before declaring 
something to be true. However, this latter meaning is a cultural fiction. The film presents a starkly different and 
incompatible conclusion regarding one story told several ways. This presentation explores this fiction’s origins and 
functions. 
 
 



Nietzsche’s Necessary Fictions 
Presenter:  Lynne G. Tenbusch, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, Certified Psychoanalyst (MI)  
The presenter will begin with a brief summary of Nietzsche’s ideas about truth as necessary fictions. She will then 
show how this concept translates into the provisional ‘truths’ of relational psychoanalysis and the ‘necessary errors’ 
that we take to be truths. 
 
Moderator:  Jay Swanson (NY) 
 
 
Negotiating the Truth 
Room:  Osaka 
 
Lying the truth, the necessary fictions of the psychotherapist. 
Presenter:  Michael Robert Allison, M.A., L.M.H.C. (WA) 
This paper is an attempt to investigate how psychoanalytic process might be seen as a creative endeavor to “lie the 
truth”. Through personal experience, clinical material and the literature, I explore how we might honestly examine the 
layers of fiction upon which our profession is built, both personally and theoretically. 
 
The Paradox of Truth at the Heart of Meaning 
Presenter:  Penny Busetto, BA, HDE(PG)Sec, MA (South Africa) 
Recent studies have confirmed that emotion and subjectivity are the source and foundation of truth, and that 
cognition is based on them. This paper will examine the writings and film of a 1930s psychiatrist and amateur 
ethnologist to elucidate how emotional truth lies at the heart of meaning. 
 
Making Whole of Fragments: The pursuit of the whole truth through the path of mutual struggle 
and mutual invalidation into a third alternative 
Presenter:  Nazaré Magaz, Ph.D., Psy.D. (CA) 
An approach is offered to better understand moments where a profound clash occurs between what the therapist and 
the patient respectively regard as true and real, in their interaction. It is suggested that it is possible to deal with the 
conflict without invalidating either person. 
 

Moderator:  Karen Weisbard (WA) 
 
 

Gender, Sexuality, and Psychoanalysis Committee: Gender, Identification and Desire: A 
presentation and conversation 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
Being a Woman: A conversation between a transgendered woman and cisgendered woman 
Panel:  Presenters:  Erica Anderson, Ph.D. (CA), and Amy Tyson, M.D. (CA) 
This is a structured conversation between two women about being a woman. One of the women is a clinical 
psychologist and trans woman, the other a psychiatrist/psychoanalyst and cis gendered woman. It is reflective of 
their actual conversations during the course of their friendship. 
 
The necessary fiction of gender: From Freud’s polymorphous sexuality to transsexuality 
Presenter:  Oren  Gozlan, Psy.D., ABPP (ON) (Canada) 
Freud’s understanding of infantile sexuality as polymorphous-perverse establishes the accidental nature of gender 
identifications and the unpredictability of desire. Working from Freud’s theories of sexuality, I argue for a 
conceptualization of sexual difference on the side of phantasy and fiction. What is at stake when we claim sexual 
difference leans upon the odd interaction of psychic life and material reality? 
 
Moderator:  Oren Gozlan 



 
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. – 10:40 a.m. - Break 
 
 
Saturday, 10:40 a.m. - 12:10 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

The Writer, the Reader, the Read-to 
Room:  Garden A 
 
Then and Now: Reading as a necessary building block of my childhood and my adult life as an 
analyst 
Presenter:  Edith (Edie) G. Boxer, M.S.W., LCSW, BCD, PSY.D. (CA) 
My first experience with the magic of words did not offer the opportunity to explore the critical importance of reading. 
Perhaps now is the time, as I develop the notion that literature and psychoanalysis are two forms of conversation, 
influencing each other through mutual learning and a mutually challenging relationship. 
 
Children’s Books as a Catalyst for Finding the “In-Between” 
Presenter:  Meridith L. Phanco, Ph.D. (CA) 
This presentation focuses on tapping into the audience’s richly textured memories of participating in a reading dyad, 
whereby we might best be able to draw upon our implicit wisdom to explore the unique nature of children’s books and 
the nature of the “in-between” space into which picture books beckon us. 
 
Reading, Writing and Winnicott: Reconstructing the story of “I” in the “good enough” space 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Wolfson, Ph.D., LCSW (CA)  
Psychotherapy may be likened to the reading of a story. This presentation draws from the works of D.W. Winnicott to 
illuminate dynamics of psychotherapy that parallel writing and reading. The presentation illustrates how the “good 
enough” holding environment engenders creation of a new narrative that serves as transitional object beyond 
treatment. 
 
Moderator:  Susan Thau (CA) 

 
 

Writing as Healing 
Room:  Spring A 
 
The Soldier's Debauched Imagination 
Presenter:  Susan Derwin, Ph.D. (CA)  
The most devastating legacy of war is the soldier’s debauched imagination, which narrative-making works to restore. 
The paper discusses this transformative process, drawing from war literature of the 20th and 21st centuries and from 
the author’s experience with Iraq and Afghanistan veterans in a creative writing workshop she facilitates. 
 
Making Your Mark: The healing act of originating an idea and bringing it Into expressive form 
Presenter:  Gwyneth Kerr Erwin, Ph.D., Psy.D. (CA) 
“Making Your Mark” offers an evocative exploration of the power of unresolved trauma in distorting or suppressing 
personal voice and the creative opportunities for healing. In the workshop portion, Gwyn provides an interactive 
experience for How Stories Matter, as they are felt, created, spoken, and written in the clinical setting. 
 
Autonomy: An autobiographical means of setting things straight 
Presenter:  Herbert J. Weiner, MSW, Ph.D. (CA) 



This presentation is based on my autobiographical work addressing the death of my parents and unresolved issues. 
This largely done by presenting my life as I wish it had been in addition to coming to terms with the issues between 
my parents, therapists and myself. 
 
Moderator:  Janet Sullivan (NY) 
 
 
Loss of Self 
Room:  Osaka 
 
The Differing Function of Memory and Artistic Expression in Mourning the Loss of a Loved One 
Who is Still Alive vs. the Mourning Following Death 
Presenter:  Stefanie Solow Glennon, Ph.D. (NY) 
This presentation is an outgrowth of the experience of having lost a husband to cancer and a second, although still 
alive, to a traumatic brain injury.  The focus will be on the very different function of memory and, relatedly, artistic 
expression in the mourning processes involved in each situation. It is the hope of the presenter that clinicians 
working with family members of brain injured people or people with various forms of dementia, will gain a fuller 
understanding of the emotional impact and toll of this experience. 
 
The Go-Between: The psychoanalyst as love broker and heartbreak healer 
Presenter:  Carola M. Kaplan, Ph.D., Psy.D. (CA)  
As a retired English literature professor, I look to literature for instances that relate to the difficulties my patients are 
facing. Recently, in dealing with a patient “dumped” by her partner, I have found it useful to consider an analogous 
problem faced by the protagonist in a contemporary fictional work. 
 
Alzheimer’s: Shedding the fictions of the self 
Presenter:  Farrell Silverberg,  (PA)  
In Alzheimer’s disease, we see the shedding of the fictions of our own construction and of identity formed of these 
fictions. Starting with the story of my beloved friend and teacher and traversing an Eastern philosophy of experience, 
we can dialogue together about our journeys of appearance and disappearance, of life, fictions and the universe. 
 

Moderator:  Larry Green (CA) 
 
 
Trauma Committee:  The Labyrinth of Childhood Trauma 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow: How fiction, fear and fantasy aid in movement through childhood 
trauma 
Presenter:  Jenae Kronbach, M.A., LMHC (WA)  
This presentation explores how narrative is used to work through childhood complex trauma. Clinical vignettes will 1) 
explore dissociation and integration of childhood complex trauma in adult patients, 2) illustrate trauma's impact on a 
child's play and 3) consider the impact of the therapist's own childhood fears and fantasies within the intersubjective 
realm of psychotherapy. 

 

  



The Minotaur and the Real Boy: Using mythology in the treatment of a young child 
Presenter:  Stephanie Pass, Ph.D. (CA) 
D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths provides a way for a young boy in psychoanalytic play therapy to create a 
meaningful sense of story out of his chaotic and abusive early life, and to become the creative author of his own 
experience. 
 
A shooting star or a desert scorpion: Stories of trauma 
Presenter:  Sofia Pracana, Clinical psychologist and psychotherapist candidate (Portugal) 
This is the story of Leah, a 43-year-old woman who, damaged by a string of traumatic environmental failings, falls 
under what we call borderline personality disorder, treading the line between “shooting star” (land of hope, creativity, 
bonds and neuroticism) and “desert scorpion” (land of despair, destructiveness, solitude and psychoticism). 
 
Moderator:  Johanna Cuevas (CA) 

 
Saturday, 12:10 - 2:10 p.m. - Lunch 
 
Saturday, 2:10 - 3:40 p.m. – Four Concurrent Panels 
 

Lisa and Me: A psychoanalytic process 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenters:  Leslie Maxson (CA), Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA), Elaine Silberman, Ph.D., Psy.D. (CA) 
Necessary fictions are co-created in a psychoanalytic process.  Illusions are maintained and treated as truths until no 
longer tenable when new truths take their place. Ongoing enactments help the dyad discover new ways of being 
together and separately.  In the Psychoanalytic process, space for co-creativity between the dyad is a necessary part 
of the process of change for both patient and therapist. 
 

Moderator:  Katherine Schwarzenbach (CA) 
 
 

The Myth of the Expected Loss: How clinicians interact with their mortality in clinical and 
professional practice 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenters:  Joseph  Hovey, MSW (WI), Karol Marshall (WA) 2009 Distinguished Educator, Rachel 
Newcombe (WA) 
How do clinicians prepare for and avoid the reality of their own death and mortality?  What clinical and professional 
fictions do we perpetuate to “protect” ourselves and our clients?  Three clinicians, spanning life stages, professions, 
and practice areas, discuss personal experiences with clinician mortality, and explore practice realities and 
recommendations. 
 
Moderator:  Karol Marshall (WA) 

 
 
Relating to Virginia Woolf 
Room:  Osaka 
 
And so on into the Flare and Glare 
Presenter:  Samoan Barish (CA) 
I will talk about Virginia Wolff’s novel “Mrs. Dalloway” from somewhat of a biblio-memoir perspective.   I plan to 
discuss the impact of this novel on me through different stages of my life. I invite you all to think about some of the 
novels you’ve read and their impact for you. 
 



Figures of Fiction: Necessary passages 
Presenter:  Jeanne C. Harasemovitch, LCSW (CA)  
Following the texts of Virginia Woolf and the narrative of an analysand, the author writes about the elusive nature of 
memory, the fecundity of invention, and the figures created as analyst and analysand grope together in that difficult 
region of the unformed, unfinished, and unfulfilled. 
 
From the Sunlight to the Depths’: Bridging the gap between self and other in To the Lighthouse 
Presenter:  Cheryl Jaworski, M.A. in English Literature, Ph.D. candidate (CA) 
This presentation explores the healing power of fiction, the literary depictions of the workings of the mind, and the 
way the unconscious is revealed in fiction by using Virginia Woolf’s modernist novel of family trauma, To the 
Lighthouse (1927), as a proving ground in which to probe these questions. 
 
Moderator:  Molly Castelloe (NY) 
 
 
The "Real" 
Room:  Imperial A 
 
This is Not My Movie: Illusory identity as self-preservation 
Presenter:  Jane Burka, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist (CA) 
Many people acknowledge certain aspects of themselves, positive or negative, as “me,” rejecting other aspects as 
“not me.” Their subjective identity is an illusion, a skewed reality that is fundamentally un-integrated and disorienting. 
The paper will explore the nature, development, and defensive function of an illusory identity using clinical examples. 
 
Mediating Affective Realities with Image-Making in Analysis 
Presenter:  Mary Dougherty, MFA, ATR, Jungian Psychoanalyst (IL) 
Exploring the relationship between image and emotions has long been a central component of a Jungian approach to 
the psyche. This paper will explore how I evoke the image-making process with patients in analysis and how these 
images once formed can function to articulate unconscious complexes as well as to differentiate complexes from 
emerging aspects of the self. 
 
Inhabiting Other Worlds: Belief and the real in novels and psychodynamic process 
Presenter:  Gretchen Heyer, Ph.D., L.P.C. (Texas) 
Relationships to the real inform both novels and psychodynamic process in a variety of ways. To inhabit them, belief 
is requested from us, a belief that is under constant interrogation. Using both clinical observations and those of 
novels, this paper explores the relationship of psychodynamic process to belief and the real. 

 
Moderator:  Merle Molofsky (NY) 

 
 
Saturday, 3:40 - 3:50 p.m. - Break 
 
 
Saturday, 3:50 - 4:30 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

The Iron Law of Oligarchy in Psychoanalytic Organizations 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Arnold Richards (NY) 
The presentation will consider the operation of Robert Michels “iron level of oligarchy” in analytic organizations and 
institutes. Examples to be discussed will include The Board of Professional Standards, the control of policies and 
appointments at the New York Psychoanalytic Institute, the role of the certification examination, and contributions of 



personal relationships and affiliations. Chicago Psychoanalytic’s bottom-up decision to not require certification for 
training analyst appointments will be offered as an exception. 
 
Moderator:  Douglas F. Maxwell (NY) 

 
“Necessary Fictions”:  Examining the presentation of psychoanalytic papers at 
professional conferences through the lens of group process dynamics 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  Douglas R. Hansen, M.S.W., ACSW (WA) 
In psychoanalysis, attention to the nature of influence in the dyad, to the transference/countertransference, is at the 
heart of the work.  My paper invites attention to be brought to the presenter/audience process, using familiar group 
dynamics, to illuminate the experience at psychoanalytic conferences. To cite Levenson, “What’s going on here?” 
 
Moderator:  Gershon J. Molad (Israel) 

 
Unwanted: Deadened aliveness 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  Isolde Keilhofer, LP (NY)  
Exploring the theme of the unwanted child through Freud and Ferenczi to Bion, Eigen and others.  Elaborating upon 
the related theme of deadened aliveness through literary fragments. 
 
Moderator:  Ruth Litjmaer (NJ) 

 
Romantic Delusions 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  Roman  Crudele, LCSW-R, Psychoanalyst (NY) 
In realistic or imaginary romantic relationships, often times primitive regressions occur that can lead to hurtful, 
sometimes dire consequences, as dramatically performed in Georges Bizet’s opera, “Carmen.” In the treatment 
room, romantic connections provide opportunities to work through regressions, enactments, internal conflicts and 
developmental traumas. These become more accessible to the analyst, as what unfolds in the romantic connection 
becomes a bridge to the unconscious. 
 
Moderator:  James Green (CA) 

 
 
Saturday, 4:30 - 4:40 p.m. - Break 
 
 
Saturday, 4:40 - 5:20 p.m. – Four Concurrent Presentations 
 

Can Empathy, Spontaneity, and Improvisation Be Taught? Challenges to the 
Psychoanalytic Educational Process 
Room:  Garden A 
Presenter:  Alan Karbelnig, Ph.D., ABPP (CA)  
Practicing their humanistic art, psychoanalysts use their beings in the psychoanalytic process like actors speak of 
“using their bodies” as instruments.  They enter sessions like painters facing the blank canvas.  This presentation 
presents the difficulties inherent in teaching students the spontaneity and improvisation foundational to effective 
psychoanalytic practice. 
 
Moderator:  Phillip Bennett (PA) 

  



Rethinking Process Notes: How we tend to make it up as we go along and why it shouldn’t 
be any other way 
Room:  Spring A 
Presenter:  Rachel Altstein (NY)  
If feelings influence memory and memory shapes writing, then process notes - the rudimentary, raw data we first 
“write” as we remember our work - deserve a fresh look.  This presentation posits that it is in the inevitable 
inaccuracies of how we remember that can yield the most insight about an analysis. 
 
Moderator:  Tom Archbald (CA) 

 
A Multitude of Goodbyes: Ending a relational analysis 
Room:  Osaka 
Presenter:  Sally Bjorklund, M.A., PsyA (WA)  
A relational analysis is lived at the intersection of analyst and analysand’s complimentary and concordant self states. 
Ending treatment means ending our relationship with the various selves brought to life who may not reach a 
willingness to end at the same time. 
 

Moderator:  Ruth Lijtmaer (NJ) 
 

Truth and Fiction: When patient and therapist are revealed 
Room:  Imperial A 
Presenter:  Linda B. Sherby, Ph.D., ABPP (FL)  
This presentation explores the line between fact and fiction in written clinical material that presents autobiographical 
information about both patient and therapist, as well as the complex conscious and unconscious interaction between 
the two.  The question of confidentiality and self-disclosure and their effect on the treatment will be explored. 
 
Moderator:  Susan Flynn (CA) 

 

 
Saturday, 5:45 - 7:15 p.m. 

 
2014 Hans W. Loewald Memorial Award Presentation to Thomas H. Ogden M.D. in absentia, 

in a participatory event as co-conceived with Dr. Ogden. 
 

Location:  Imperial A 
 

Introduction by Samoan Barish, IFPE Awards Chair 
 

"Reading Loewald: Oedipus Reconceived" Loewald Award Address by Dr. Ogden,  
to be presented in his absence by Christina Griffin, Jay Swanson, and Judith Vida.* 

 
A plenary discussion including attendee responses and sharing of reveries  

upon hearing the paper will follow. 
 

Moderated by Farrell Silverberg, IFPE President, who will share key points from his meeting with  
Dr. Ogden regarding Dr. Ogden’s paper and philosophies. 

 
*Dr. Ogden’s Loewald Lecture will be posted in advance of the conference event, online in PDF format, 

available for download beginning October 24th: http://www.ifpe.org/2014-conference/ 
 

 

http://www.ifpe.org/2014-conference/


 
 

 

 

Saturday, 8:00 p.m. 

 

Awards Dinner: 

Presentation of Distinguished Psychoanalytic Educator Awards 

Celebrate IFPE’s 25th Conference! 

Must be pre-registered to attend. 

Please bring your dinner/entrée ticket (included in registration packet). 

 

Location:  Spring 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


