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Focusing on a failed pedagogical encounter in which a professor attempted to raise the social consciousness of his
students, this paper explores the ethical considerations when a student or analysand holds views repellent to the
teacher or analyst. Using Freud’s essay on Leonardo Da Vinci, Leo Bersani’s Hommos, Alenka Zupancic’s The Ethics of
the Real, Lacan’s seminar on ethics, and the work of Henry James, the paper develops an ethics of teaching based
on a “restless curiosity” and affirmed vulnerability. The central question addressed is: What relationship to the
student is the teacher led to assume if the salvific, emancipatory, curative or enlightenment projects of education,
particularly social justice education, prove impossible as goals?
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